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ﬆ All Saints that ate united to Js80s Carrsr their 
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I AN is a Creature made for Society; it 
M is not meet for him to be alone; his 
hs Joys are taſteleſs while he has none ta 
whom he can communicate them; and 
his Sorrows are unſupportable without ſome to 
ſympathize with him. Solitude, for the moſt 
Part, at once, wearies and weakens the Mind, 
while the Company of our Friends alleviates our 
Pains, and gives a peculiar Reliſh to all our Pleaſures. 
This powerful Principle, this prevailing Turn of 
Mind, was, no Doubt, implanted in our Natures,' 
for Ends and Purpoſes worthy of infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and appears calculated, at once, 
for the Improvement and Happineſs of Mankind ; 
yet, alas! how oft is this (as indeed all the other 
Gifts of God ) perverted and proſtituted to the 
worſt and moſt fatal Purpoſes, to the debaſing of 
2 itſelf, and the Ruin of Multitudes of 
ö „ 
This is an Evil of the moſt dangerous Conſe- 
quences; and, 'tis hoped, it will not be amiſs, 
to inquire, Firſt, Into the Cauſe of this prevailing 
Evil: And, Secondly, After the proper Means for 
rectifying or preventing it. 3 
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Hirst, The Cauſes of this dreadful Abuſe of the 
ſocial Temper, will readily appear, on conſidering, 
. That the Generality of Mankind have no wiſe, 
no juſt Rule, by which they chooſe their Compani- 
ons. Multitudes found their Friendſhips on no bet- 
ter Grounds, than ſome involuntary Relations, ſome 
caſual] Alliances, or Parity of Circumſtances, and the 
ſame Sort of Education. A Similitude of Tempers 
and Characters, caſual Engagements in the Affairs of 
civil Life, Party Attachments and Prejudices, and the 
like, give Riſe to the Intimacies of many People ; 
and, what is worſt. of all, too many Inſtances ſhew, 
that like Luſts and Vices produce a moſt intimate 
| Correſpondence, and cloſe Fellowſhip. The Hater 
of God and of Inſtruction thinks himſelf happy in 
the Company that can turn Religion into Ridicule, 
and caſt the Words of the Lord behind them. The 
- unjuſt Perſon readily joins with the Thief in Sin; 
the unclean Wretch will ſoon be perſuaded to be- 
come Partaker with the vile Adulterer ; and the 
Malicious and Envious readily reliſh a. Company, 
whoſe Tongues are given to Evil, and whoſe Mouths 
frame Deceit. Societies formed on ſuch ſlight or 
criminal Grounds, as they are directed by no juſt 
Rule in chooſing each other: So, 5 
2. They have no valuable End, no uſeful Purpoſe 
in View; and therefore no right, no virtuous Rules, 
for regulating their Converſation, or directing their 
Friendſhips. It would be an overſtraining of Cha- 
rity, to think, that, in ſuch Societies, the Queſtion 
would be, How to inſtruct? Or how to be edified ? i 
How to improve each others Minds ? Or how to re- 


form each others Morals? On the contrary, Fact, 


and Experience, confirm the Judgment our Reaſon 
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muſt make of Perſons ſo united. The grand Pe- 
ſign of ſuch Aſſociations, is, to pleaſe, and to be 
pleaſed; to amuſe, to divert, and make each other 
merry, is the ſole Purpoſe; to ſay whatever we think 
may be agreeable, to do whatever may be accepta- 
ble to theſe we affect; to flatter each others Paſſions; 
and to join, without Remorſe, in every Luſt, and 
every Vice our Companions incline to, is all that is 
requiſite to conſtitute one a Friend and an Intimate 
in ſuch Societies. — While ſuch Principles govern 
the Converſation and Entertainment, what muſt the 
End be? We always find that ſuch Communicati- 
ons, by Degrees, eraſe any remaining Senſe of God 
and Virtue ; they incapacitate the Soul for every 
ſocial or religious Duty, ſear the Conſcience againſt 
all Challenges, confirm the Habits of the moſt crimi- 
nal Vices, until Eſtates are oft ruined, | Health | 
broken, and Body and Spirit worn out in the Slavery 
of Sin, give us melancholly Inſtances of the Fruits of 
Iniquity in this Life, and juſt Forebodings of the 
more dreadful Sorrows it muſt bring on us in an 
222 oe ent 7 9 8 

3. Theſe fatal Evils are not confined to ſuch So- 
ieties alane. —— Confirmed Habits of Vice ſtrip 
he Soul of all Modeſty and decent Reſerve, and 
ear out all Senſe of Same. Vicious Perſons ſoon 
ome to glory in their Shame, to declare their Sin as 
Podom ; they are often heard in promiſcuous Com- 
Panies, avo wing their Liberrine Principles, and boaſt- 
Ig of their abandoned Practices; Things, ſo con- 
jormable to corrupt Nature, as to ſteal. upon un- 
puarded Minds; like the ſubtile Poiſon, they pleaſe 
he Taſte, and flatter the Senſes, until they ſeize 
Pon the whole Frame, and work themſelves into 
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dur very Conſtitution, Thus does the Infection of 
Vice run from one to another, until the Diſtemper | 


becomes epidemick, and 
to national Crimes. 


private Follies grow up 
What Pity is it, that ſuch a noble Temper of 


Mind, as Sociality, ſhould become the Channel of | 
vile Iniquities, and the ſpecious Name by which our 
Compliance with wicked Perſons is gilded ! What a 
Pity is it, that this Diſpoſition, ſo wiſely calculated | 
by Infinite Wiſdom, for adminiſtring Inſtruction, 


Improvement, Comfort, rational and ſolid Delight, 
ſhould be ſo abuſed, as to yield nothing but falſe and 
empty Shadows of theſe noble Advantages ; and, in 
the mean Time, bring on a ruining Load of Guilt 
and Sorrow ! Could we prevail on Mankind, to be- 
ware of this dangerous Evil; could we perſuade 
them, to take the Methods which Scripture and Rea- 


ſon direRs to, in order to ſhun ſuch fatal Communi- 


cations; could we direct them to the proper Im- 
provement of the ſocial Character, it would be one 
great Step, both towards a publick and perſonal Re- 
formation. This leads me, er] 
| Secondly, To enquire into the proper Method for 
rectifying or preventing this ſatal Abuſe, — For this 
Purpoſe, the following Rules are univerſally known, 
and often preſcribed ; but it muſt not be thought 
trifling to mention them, or to inſiſt on them, until 
People be prevailed on, to direct their Friendſhips 

1. That, in the Choice of our Companions, we 
ſhould, with the utmoſt Caution, ſhun all Intimacy 
With Perſons of vicious Principles or immoral Prac- 
tices. : Every Body pretends a Fondseſs for what 


they call gend Company; but the Generality ſeem to 
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mean no more by this Expreſſion, than a Fondneſs 
for Perſons who can moſt effeQually divert them 
(perhaps from the moſt important Cares, or moſt 
eſſential Duties of Life) or for ſuch as moſt readily 
join them, in their Humours, Paſſions, Parties, 
Por even in their Favourite Vices : But, if we 
would ſuffer Words to retain their proper Meaning, 

if we would not put Bitter for Sweet, and Sautet for 

Bitter, or call Evil Good, and Good Ewil, we muſt 


on, Freckon the Man, whoſe Principles are immoral, or 
zht, his Practice vicious, a dangerous, a bad Companion, 
and however facetious and diverting, or how capable ſo- 
, in ever he may be, to amuſe or humour us. Wherever 
uilt we find a Perſon undervaluing the Obligations of 
be- Religion and Reaſon, where we find one aſſerting or 
ade admitting Principles inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, or 
ca- the Intereſts of Society, where we find one indulg- 
mi- Wing himſelf in the Practice of any known Folly or 


Vice, whatever ſuch Perſons Faculties be, whatever 
their Station or Character be, we muſt, as command- 
ed, 2 The. iii. 6. Withdraw from ſuch as wwalk dif- 
orderly, and not after the Tradition received from the 
for Apoſtles. „ e | nn. 
this One ſhould think this Rule would effectually de- 
wn, termine People, when Perſons are known to beopenly 
ght profligate, or grofly ſcandalous, That, in ſuch Caſes, 
ntil every one, who retains the moral Senſe, would ſay 


1ips with Jacob, Gen. xlix. 6. O my Soul, come not thou . 


into their Secret; unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, 
we be not thou united. But there is a certain fatal, tho“ 
acy W unobſerved Preſumption, lodging in every Breaſt ; 
rac- Nat firſt we look on ſuch Perſons with Horrar, and 
hat conclude it impoſſible for us to become like them; 
to we think ourſelves incapable of being reconciled to 
can LS e e, their 
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' their Ways, much leſs capable to imitate them; Froſp 
but, alas! we find, by many Experiences, that all Meſpeciall 
\ that is needed is but to aſſociate with ſuch Perſons, 9 7 
and we will ſoon come, not only to reſemble, but 
even to equal their Crimes. 'The Horror we, at 
firſt, conceived: againſt their Principles and Practices 
ſoon wears off; and theſe, from being familiar, ſoon 
become agreeable. — We are brought inſenſibly to 
indulge in ſome Follies, which, by being more com- 
mon, are thought leſs criminal. — Tis but a Step Feligiou 
from a ſmaller to a greater Crime, and the unwary Ws, P 
Perſon, who once indulges himſelf in Intimacies with I have 
vicious Companions, readily goes from bad to worſe, | Indeed, 
until, by Degrees, he arrives at the Height of Im- ariſing 
piety, and ſo to extreme and irrecoverable Miſery. | Prayer 
The ſame dangerous Evils threaten ſuch Intimacies {Woway = 
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as may be formed among Perſons, who, tho“ of in- 2. T 
nocent Characters, yet propoſe no other End by their to ſhun 
_ Friendſhips, than Pleaſure and Diverſion, When engage 
| theſe are the only Purpoſes of their Societies, every ſuch a 
Thing is readily diſpenſed with, that ſtands in verſatio 
the Way of them; the moſt neceflary Duties are Society 
neglected; their Paſſion for Pleaſure ſoon leads them form Ea 

from Things merely amuſing, to theſe Vices, which, in the V 
by being faſhionable, or delightfal, come to appear fort on 

leſs horrid : And, as has been already obſerved, if | | whateve 
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once we enter into a vicious Life, we will very ſoon i uicacies 
fine in Wickedneſs. riefs \ 


Theſe Obſervations are confirmed. to us ; by 7 n relig 
Experi ience, and ſhould therefore determine Man be with us 
kind, with the utmoſt Caution, to ſhun all Intimary i 1 imate 
with thoſe whoſe Converſation may ſeduce, or with 2 W * Th 
thoſe from whoſe Friendſhip we have no reaſonable || Wis ich th 


Proſpe& of ſome ſolid Benefit ; or, at leaſt, 2 
ag | N d 


Proſpect of communicating ſoms Benefit to them 
4 reh as we have the expreſs Command of the 
4 acred Oracles, to this very Purpoſe, 2 Cor. v. 11. 
1 any Man that is called a Brother, a Fornicator, or 
| 3% Covetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, 
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an Extortioner, we muſt not only give up Inti- 
nacy with ſuch, but are commanded with ſuch an 


FM 


Pociety of evil Doers, as really inconſiſtent with a 
religious Courſe of Life; and therefore the P/a/m:/# 
2 1 ſays, Pſal. cxix, 115. Depart from me ye Wicked, for 


5 Indeed, while we are duly affected with the Danger 
ariſing from ſuch Society, we will join with the 


Prayer of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. xxviii. 3. Draw me not 


; away with the Wicked, 

2. The ſame Reaſons, which ſhould 3 us 
to ſhun the Fellowſhip of vicious Perſons, ſhould 
engage us to chooſe, as our Companions, Perſons of 


Society; that is, to improve each others Minds; to 


fort one another, under our ſeveral Diſtreſſes, of 


ͤ— ̃ P . · ‚ 5 - a. he 


ie we mutually feel; to join with one another 


vith us, the Communion of Saints, in the moſt in- 
'F Y imate Manner. 

7 Perſons, diſpoſed and qualified for ſuch Friend- 
ſhip as this, are peculiar Bleſſings to all converſant 
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x ne no not to eat, Nay, the Scripture ſpeaks of the 


I have purpoſed to keep the Commandments of my God. 


ſuch a Character, as that their Friendſhip and Con- 
W verſation may tend to the real and ſolid Purpoſes of 


form each others Manners ; to encourage one another 
in the Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs; to com- 


whatever Nature; to adviſe one another, in all In- 
\ to ſhare in the Joys, or bear a Part in the 


in religious Exerciſes ; and in a Word, to keep up 


wich them, and N dear to ſuch as are of a 
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but, alas! we find, by many Experiences, that all eſpecialh 
that is needed is but to aſſociate with ſuch Perſons, 
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even to equal their Crimes. The Horror we, at povetouts, 


firſt, conceived againſt their Principles and Practices * an Ex 
ſoon wears off; and theſe, from being familiar, ſoon ꝓhmacy wi 
become agreeable. — We are brought inſenſibly to e 2 10. 
Indulge in {ome Follies, which, by being more com- Pociety « 

mon, are thought leſs criminal. — Tis but a Step eligious 
from a ſmaller to a greater Crime, and the unwary ¶ſays, £/a 
' Perſon, who once indulges himſelf in Intimacies with I Have pi 
vicious Companions, readily goes from bad to worſe, Hndeed, 
until, by Degrees, he arrives at the Height of Im- ariſing | 
| Pfety, and ſo to extreme and irrecoverable Miſery. Prayer o 
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the Way of them; the moſt neceflary Duties are Society; 
neglected; their Paſſion for Pleaſure ſoon leads them form CAC 
From Things merely amuſing, to theſe Vices, which, in the W 
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| 4 proſpect of. communicating ſame Benefit to them: 
Feſpecially, as we have the expreſs Command of the 
4 acred Oracles, to this very Purpoſe, 2 Cor. v. 11. 
any Man that is called a Brother, a Fornicator, or 
Hevetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, 
n Extortioner, we muſt not only give up Inti- 
hacy with ſuch, but are commanded with ſuch an 
hre no not to eat. Nay, the Scripture ſpeaks of the 
A Society of evil Doers, as really inconſiſtent with a 
eligious Courſe of Life ; ; and therefore the P/a/mi/t 
*1 ſays, P/al. cxix, 115. Depart from me ye Wicked, for 
J have purpoſed to keep the Commandments of my God.— 
Indeed, while we are duly affected with the Danger 
ariſing from ſuch Society, we will join with the 
Prayer of the P/almift, Eſal. xxviii. 3. Draw me not 
away with the Wicked, 
2. The ſame Reaſons, which ſhould determine us 
Ito ſhun the Fellowſhip of vicious Perſons, ſhould. 
Wengage us to chooſe, as our Companions, Perſons of 
ſach a Character, as that their Friendſhip and Con- 
Wverſation may tend to the real and ſolid Purpoſes of 
Society; that is, to improve each others Minds; to 
form each others Manners ; to encourage one another 
Jin the Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs ; to com- 
fort one another, under our ſeveral Diſtreſſes, of 
whatever Nature to adviſe one another, in all In- 
Etricacies, to ſhare in the Joys, or bear a Part in the 
1 riefs we mutually feel; to join with one another 
10 n religious Exerciſes ; and, in a Word, to keep up 
. ith us, the Communion of Saints, i in the moſt in- 
imate Manner. 
4 Perſons, diſpoſed and qualified for ſuch Friend 
hip as this, are peculiar Bleſſings to all converſant 
Pri e and lingularly dear to ſuch. as are of a 
1 B ſümilar 
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ſimilar Character, and have the Happineſs of being a 
Intimate with them. If therefore we would, like the 
 Plalmiſt, Be a Companion of all them that fear God, 
and of them that keep his Commandments, we will alſo, 
like him, have our Delight in the Saints that are in 
the Earth, the Excellent, &c. A wiſe, and well diſ- 0 
poſed Perſon, ſhould, for this Cauſe, look out for his 
Friends and Companions among Perſons of ſuch a 
Character as this. Do we find one maintaining a 
high Senſe of ſacred Truths; his Affections engaged 
to Things that are excellent, his Conduct of a Piece 
with his Profeſſion, and his Intimates of the ſame 
Character with himſelf ? Such an one we ought to 
affect; his Friendſhip is indeed worthy our ſeeking 
it; and, if we ſtudy the ſame Things, we will readily 
- ohtain that Blecage omen: 
Bad as the World is, we may upon due Inquiry | 
mind many ſuch Companions as thoſe deſcribed ; (at 
leaſt, many whoſe Ambition it is, to attain to ſuch a | 
Character as this I have mentioned; whom we are 
therefore bound to eſteem, and to delight in.) And | 
How agreeable muſt ſuch a Society be? ſuch valuable 
Friends beſt know their own Happineſs, and will rea- | 
dily be determined to what I am to name as a third 
. Ne,, | 6 


3. That we ſhould be at all Pains to cultivate and ; 
improve our, Friendſhip with our chriſtian Compa- 
nions. A Deſire after chriſtian Fellowſhip natively 
flows from theſe very Principles which make a wiſe 
Man love and eſteem his Friend: namely, to attain Wa 
the real, and valuable Ends of Society ; and with 7 
this view, virtuous Intimates ought to enter into the 
cloſeſt Engagements one with another ; — to take 

all Opportunities which Conveniency can allow, for WW 
1 85 „ cConverſing 
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; IF converſing one with another, and to devote their 
leiſure Hours, to the amiable Exerciſe of chriſtian 


5 his 4 « ſelves into a regular Society, having fixed and 
cha ſtated Times, and Places of Meeting; for the 

g a more effectual attaining, or communicating the 
ged 8 © uſeful Purpoſes of Friendſhip. TL 

450 While I propoſe this Method, I am ſenſible, that 
ga great many Perſons are not ſatisfied of the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of religious Aſſociations, or Fellowſhip 


Pas Meetings, or Society Meetings, as they are ſome- 
lily times called. Many Objections are made againſt this 
5 Method, by Perſons of all Characters. Some queſ- 
ry tion, whether we have any Warrant from Scripture 
(at for ſuch Societies? Some object a great many Evils 


which have ſprung or may ariſe from the Abuſe, or 


againſt ſuch Meetings, becauſe the Church of Scotland 
( in that Time, which ſome think her pureſt) has 
declared againſt them; and even thoſe People who 
| otherwiſe approve of ſuch Meetings, complain that 
many Rules would be requiſite to prevent the many 
nd * which human Imperfection readily produces 
. in them. 5 


a , 1 dell therefore with all Humility, eſſay I. To 
ie dow, that we have a real Warrant for ſuch Societies, 


both from Scripture, and the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Thing. II. I ſhall endeavour to obviate ſuch Ob- 
50 jections, as I have heard made againſt them. III. 
I ſhall offer ſome Regulations, for preventing the 
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Exils or Inconveniencigs complained of, and for the 
_ as a ant: TH 


Miſmanagement of them. Some are determined 
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more effectually obtaining the valuable Purpoles of \ 
ſuch religious Engagements. 

I. I am to ſhow, That the Scriptures, and the | 
Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, give a real and en- 
couraging Warrant for ſuch ſacial Engagements, as 
thoſe we now peak. of ; and to this Purpoſe let us 
_ obſerve, 5 

Firſt, Theſe many Paſſages of Scri pture, which 
by repreſenting Chriſtians, as ſtanding in the deareſt, Wi 
and moſt intimate Relations to each other, do point Wl 
| out the Obligation they lie under to maintain the 
moſt intimate Fellowſhip and Correſpondence with 
each other ; which their reſpeQive Circumſtances, 
and Situation can admit of. Thus they are repre- 
ſented as Fellow Citizens, Eph. ii. 19. who have the 
Tame Privileges, and the ſame Intereſts: As Felloau 
Soldiers, Phil. ii. 25, who have the ſame Enemies, 
and Warfare: As Fellow Servants, Rev. vi. 11, who 
have one Maſter, one Taſk, one Reward : As Chil- 
_ dren of the ſame Father, and Heirs of the ſame In- 
heritance, Rom. viii. 17, And therefore, as Brethren, 

as Members of the ſame Body, and every one Members 
one of another, Rom. xii. 5. and thus ſtanding in the 
_ deareſt, and moſt indiſſoluble Relation that can be re- 
preſented. — If then 'tis natural for Fellow Citizens, 
when in a foreign Country, to ſeek out each other 
if People of the ſame Dialect and Manners readily W 
join in Society with one another; — if the Servants 
of the ſame Maſter claim a ſort of Relation to each 
other; — if the Children of the ſame Father look on 
themſelves as having joint Intereſts, and as ſeparate 
from others; — if theſe Relations engage them to in- 
timate Aſſociations ; how much more ſhould Chriſ- 
tians be engaged to the moſt cloſe FCN | 
| - : and 
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and the moſt familiar Intercourſe with one another? 
Are they not Fellow Citizens with the Saints, tho' 
ind the Win a ſtrange Land ? Are they not Diſciples of the 
and en- ¶ ſame Lord, and Servants of the ſame ſovereign Maſ- 
ents, as ter? Are they not expoſed to the ſame Enemies, to 
e let us the ſame, or at leaſt, to like Difficulties, Dangers, 
2 end Diſtreſſes? Have they not one Intereſt and 
which Hope? Is not then a ſtricter Union, a more imme- - 
deareſt, ¶ diate Intimacy, and a cloſer Degree of Correſpon- 
lo point dence, neceſſary, for the mutual Support and Succour 
tain the of Chriſtians, in Matters of infinite Importance, than 
ce with what is requiſite for the little and low Concerns of 
ſtances, ¶ human Life? Every Body allows it to be a wiſe and 
2 repre- {reaſonable Thing, that People of the ſame Profeſſion, j} _ 
ave the who are engaged together in Buſineſs or Trade, 


poles of 


Fella WMſhould form themſelves into Clubs or Societies; in! 


nemies, Norder to inform each other of whatever may be for 
1, who their Intereſts : To conſult and adviſe together, for 
is Chil-rectifying what may be amiſs, or for improving their 


me In- oint Benefit. Is it not a more reaſonable and wiſe - 


rethren, Thing, that Chriſtians, who are united by ſuch in- 
Members Wſitimate Relations, whoſe Intereſts and Dangers are ſo 
in the much the ſame, ſhould gather together in ſocial 
be re- eetings, in order to inſtruct, to admoniſh, to com- 
itizens, ort, to encourage each other; in one Word, to 
her; — onſult together, and jointly to engage in ſuch Ex- 
readily Mrrciſes, as may promote their common Intereſts, and 
ervants Pay tend to the immediate Benefit of every parti- 
to each Wiſular ? Tho' I do not ſay, that we cannot diſcharge 
look on he Obligations, which the Relations mentioned lay 


5 


eparate ns under to each other, without ſuch Engagements 


1 to in- s theſe propoſed; yet I think I may at leaſt aſſert, 
Chriſ- hat ſuch Engagements are the moſt proper, the moſt 
* direct, and moſt effectual Methods for this 2 * 

and 5 7 „„ 
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But this Conſideration will appear in a ſtronger 1 


Light, by obſerving, _- Re ah] Ce 

| Secondly, The many Paſſages of Scripture which an 
expreſly recommend religious Fellowſhip to us; 34 
and in order to that, ſocial Engagements one with en 
another. Such is the Injunction of the wiſe Man, an 
Tcl. iv. 9, 12. Tavo are better than one, becauſe they in 
| bawe a good Reward for their Labour; for if they C07 
Fall, the one will lift up his Fellow; but aue to him W 
that is alone when he falleth, for he hath not another ger 
to Help him up again, If tuo lie together, then they an 
hace Heat, but how can one be warm alone? And pre 

| if one prevail againſt him, two ſhall withſtand him. ing 
A threefold Cord is not eafily broken, But what is G. 
more to our Purpoſe, we find ſuch ſocial Engage- thi 
- ments expreſly recommended, with a View to theſe M 
very Ends and Purpoſes, which are propoſed by So- 071 
ciety Meetings. As 1½. For increaſing our Know- of 
ledge of the Ways of God : Thus the Apoſtle com- be 
mands, Col. iii. 16. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in ki 
you richly, in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing in im 
Plalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 2dly, Fos you 


the more effectual Exerciſe of chriſtian Sympathy "fee 


with ane another. In ſach Societies as are pro- E. 
poled, we can open our Breaſts, and tell our Sorrows, 25 
our Weakneſſes, and Griefs, to our chriſtian Friends, Si, 
(at leaſt with more Freedom than to any others va 
and may hope to find in them that friendly Diſpo- the 
ſition required, Rom. xv. 1, 2. We then that are ott 
ftrong ought to bear the Infirmities of the weak, and | po 
wot to pleaſe ourſelves, but let every one of us pleaſe his W. 
Neighbour, for his Good ta Eaificatian. Or that 20 
ſocial Temper commanded, Gal. vi. 2. Bear ye one wo 


anothers Burdens, and fo fuifil the Law of 705 {a 
| 5 While es 


Kull be dons for them of my Father obo is in Heaven. 
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While we have the Opportunity of fulfilling the 
Command, Jam. v. 16. Confe/s your Fault: one to 
another, and pray for one another that ye may be healed. 
3aly, Such Society is further intended, for Chriſtians 
encouraging one another in the Ways of Godlineſs, 
and ſo one of the moſt effetual Methods for fulfill - 
ing the Apoſtolick Precept, Heb. x. 24, 25. Let as 


con ſider one another, to provoke unto Lowe, and to good 


Works. Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves to- 
gether, as the Manner of ſome is, but exhorting one 
another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the Day ap- 
proaching, 4thly, Another End of Fellowſhip Meet- 
ings, is, that of our communicating our Gifts and 
Graces, to each others Edification : Agreeable to 
the Command of the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. iv. 10. As every 
Man hath received the Gift, even ſo minifler the ſame 
one to another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace 
of God. 5thly, Such religious Aſſociations give the 
beſt Opportunities for Chriſtians to act the Part of 
kind Monitors each to other; and thus to fulfil the 
important Precepts, 1 75. v. 11. Now we exhort 

you, Brethren, warn them which are unruly, comfort the 
feeble minded, ſupport the weak, And Heb. iii. 13. 
Exhort one another daily, while it is called to Day, 
left any of you be hardened, thro' the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin, Gthly, The laſt, and indeed one of the moſt 
valuable Purpoſes of Fellowſhip Meetings I name, is 
that of our joining together in Prayer, Praiſes, and 
Other ſpiritual Exerciſes. To this we have the moſt 
powerful and engaging Encouragement, from the 
Words of the bleſſed Redeemer, Matth. xviii. 19, 
20. Again I ſay unto you, if two of you ſhall agree 
pen Earth, as touching auy Thing they ſhall aſk, it 


For 
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For where tavo or three are met together in my Name, 
there 1 am in the midſt of them. — To ſum up this 
Argument, Theſe Duties which the Scriptures re- 
quire of Chriſtians, to each other, ſeem immediately 
founded on the Relations ſubſiſting betwixt them. 


And both theſe lay them under the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 


tions, to take the moſt proper and effectual Methods, 
in order to diſcharge theſe Duties, as far as Circum- 
ſtances or Opportunities will admit. And it appears 
plain, that without ſuch intimate ſocial Engagements 


as theſe propoſed, the above named Duties cannot be 


effectually diſcharged; but on the other Hand, it 


ſeems ſelf-evident that Society Meetings, when 
under proper Regulations) have the moſt immediate 

Tendency to the noble Purpoſes which have been 
mentioned; and therefore tho* we do not conclude, 


that ſuch Societies are of poſitive divine Inſtitution, 
yet we may at leaſt infer, that they have ſuch War- 


rant from Scripture, as loudly calls every active 


_ Chriſtian to be engaged in them. As a further Con- 
firmation of this, let us obſerve, | 


Thirdly, The encouraging Teſtimony, which God | 


in the Scriptures gives to ſuch Societies: To this 
Purpoſe, I ſhall mention no other than that remark- 
able Paſſage, Mal. iu. 16, 17. Then they that feared 
the Lord ſpake often one to another, and the Lord 


hearkened, and heard it, and a Book of Remembrance 


ava written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and thought upon his Name. And they ſhall be mine, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, in that Day æuhen 1 make uf 
any Jewels, and I will ſpare them as a Man ſpareth 
2 Son that. ſerweth him. This Text appears to be 


in the moſt rf Manner, encouraging to ſuch re- 


ligious Societi SI Frepo; and I cannot underſtand 


it 
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it in any other Senſe, than as pointing out the Ex- 
erciſe of the devout Jews : While the moſt of that 
People were ſaying ; 'tis wain to ſerve God, v. 14. 
and called the proud happy; yea they that work Wick-, 

edneſs were ſet up: — when Religion was openly, 
deſpiſed, and Vice avowedly encouraged : Then 
thoſe who feared the Lord, who ſerved him, and 
thought upon his Name, ſought each other out, they, 
often met, they often converſed together: They con- 
ſulted how they might eſcape the Pollutions of the 
World; how they might ſupport and eſtabliſh one 
another againſt the' prevailing Vices of that Age ; 
and that they might encourage each other in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs. In this View the Text 
gives us a Scripture Pattern for the Societies pro- 
poſed. And this leads me to obſerve, 5 
Fourthly, That both the Old and New Teſtaments_ 

give us many Examples of ſuch religious Sosieties, 

as ſeem a very ſtrong Warrant for Fellowſhip Meet- 

ings. I ſhall name but a few. — Under the O/4 

Teſſament, we find Fob and his three Friends meeting, 
to enquire why the Lord contended with him, and 
joining together in Prayer and Sacrifices. — The 
Example of the Eſalmiſt appears yet more expreſly 
to our Purpoſe; he tells us, P/al. xvi. 2. That he 
=_ aciighted in theSaints. He tells us, P/al.lv.13,14.That 
== he: choſe ſuch as be thought feared God, as his Equals, 
| his Guides and Companions, and took ſeveet Coun- 
fel together awvith them. And P/al. Ixvi. 16. He 
chearfully communicates to ſuch what ſpiritual Bleſ- | 
ſings God had beſtowed on him. Come here ( ſays 
he) all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he 
. bath done for my Soul. Do not theſe Texts, com- 
pared together, ſhew thes. the P/almi/t engaged bin: 
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ſelf in ſuch religious Correſpondence with thoſe that 


feared God, as is propoſed by Society Meetings? — 
If fo, then he gives us ſuch an Inſtance of religious 
Fellowſhip, as warrants Chriſtians to engage in ſuch 


Societies. — 'To the ſame Purpoſe I may cite the 
Examples of Efher and her Virgins, Eber iv. 16. 


of the devout Jews at the Streams of Babel, P/al. 


exxxvii. 1, &c. and that of Daniel and hi- Compa- 


nions, Dan. ii. 17, 18. But I rather proceed to ob- 
ſerve, That the New Teſfament affords many en- 


couraging Examples to this Duty: Such is that in- 
fallible one of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, in his 
retired Commerce with his Diſciples, as recorded by 


all the Exangelis. This we find was a Copy given 
to his Diſciples, which they accordingly imitated, as 
appears from Luke xxiv. 1, 33. John xx. 19, 26, 
&c. and thus give Examples to us. Such is the So- 
eiety mentioned, Acts i. 14. who all continued with 
one Accord, in Prayer and Supplication, with the 


Women, and Mary the Mother of Feſus, and his Bre- 


thren. Acts xii. 12. we find, that in the Houle of 
Mary the Mother of John, many were gathered toge- 
ther praying. Such another Society appears in the 
Houſe of Cornelius (Ads x. 27.) obtaining ſignal 
Favour from God. And Ads xvi. 13. we hear of 
a Society accuſtomed to meet for Prayer by a River 


Side. — But, without multiplying Scripture-Texts or 


Examples, I ſhall conclude all I have faid concern- 


- Ing Scripture Warrant for Society Meetings, by ob- 


ſerving, That the great Purpoſe of ſuch 1s ſpiritual 
Conference and Prayer; and therefore every Scrip · 
ture, recommending theſe Daties, may jaſtly be con- 
fiidered as favouring, yea warranting ſuch ſocial En- 


 gagements as theſe we plead for ; eſpecially conſi- 


dering, Fifthly, 
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ar h, That ſuch religious Aſſociation is, in itſelf, 
— a reaſonable and wiſe Method for attaining or com- 
us municating the real and ſolid Benefits of Friendſhip, 
ch What has been ſaid concerning the Relations in 
he which Chriſtians ſtand one to another, ſeems not 


only to prove, that ſuch Societies are reaſonable, 
but even that they are requiſite. All that remains 
then, is for the Encouragement of Chriſtians, to point 
out ſome of theſe Advantages which are to be at- 
tained by ſuch Fellowſhip, when duly regulated. 
And, 1//, Such a Method of Correſpondenee is of 
great Uſe for communicating and receiving Know- - 
ledge. What we hear in Converſation with others, 
is generally (I may ſay always) better underſtood, 
= and more effectually retained than what we read by 
# ourſelves, or even hear in Sermans. The Reaſon 
of this is obvious, viz. That what paſſes in Con- 
verſation falls more immediately and more inti- 
mately under our Conſideration. While we hear 
the Opinions of others on the Subject, we have at 
the ſame Time the Opportunity of reaſoning on it, 
judging of it, and expreſſing our own Sentiments of 
it; by which Means, the Evidence of Truth ap- 
pears in a clearer Light; our Ideas of it are more 
diſtinft, .and the Impreſſion made on the Mind by 
it, is, at once, more lively and more laſting. What Ho 
Improvement then may be expeRed in Knowledge, a 
when every Member brings along with him what he 
has come to know in reading, hearing, meditating, or 
in the Courſe of Experience or Providence, and 
makes theſe the Subject of his Converſation with his 
Chriſtian Intimates? By this Means, 24%, The Mind 
comes to be more deeply affefed, and more in- | 
Hluenced by ſacred Things: While we talk of theſe 9 
. =O 9 . „5 Things 
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Things with one another, a Senſe of them grows 
upon the Heart; they appear in their true Light 
and real Importance. This is an Advantage of un- 
| fpeakable Importance, as it has the ſtrongeſt Ten- 
dency, 3aly, To engage our Affections to heavenly 
Objects and Attainments, and to alienate them from 
Vanities ; the more we learn of the Evil'of Sin, the 
more will we grieve for it, and hate it; the more 
we know of our exalted Saviour, the more will we 
adore and love him, and with the more Ardour will 
we ſeek after him; the more we know of the Ex- 
cellency of the divine Precepts, our Indignation at 
Sin will be quickened, and our Deſires after univer- 
ſal Holineſs will become more ardent; and the more 
we know of the bleſſed Fruits of Righteouſneſs, our 
Fervour and Activity will encreaſe in Proportion. 
And thus, 4%, Such Fellowſhip proves an excel - 
lent Mean for encouraging a Chriſtian in his Courſe, 
for comforting him when under Diſcouragements, 
and for reviving when ready to faint by the Way. 
Many Times does the devout, tho' diſcouraged Soul, 
find the Truth of the Scripture Proverb, Prov, 
xvii. 17. As Iron fharpeneth Iron, ſo a Man Sarp- 
eneth the Countenance of his Friend. Oft has the 
Chriſtian, when ready to fink with Heavineſs, com- 
plaining of his cold Heart, and ſtaggering Faith, 
found a lively Feeling of divine Truths, a glowing 
Love, and tranſporting Hope, ariſing from ſuch Fel- 
lowſhip ; and that Grace, which, without ſpiritual 
Correſpondence, is ready to die, is oft by ſuch So- 
ciety quickened and encreaſed, as live Coals, which, 
| When ſcattered, ſoon extinguiſh, but, when kept to- 
gether, burn with a brighter F lame. Such Com- 
panten like Labourers engaged in one Taſk, or 
Fellow- 
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Fellow-Travellers on the ſame Road, do, by ſuch 
Fellowſhip, chear each other to their Work; they 
ſtir up the Grace that is in them; they put one ano- 
ther in Remembrance of their Obligations, their 
Duty, their Danger, and their glorious Proſpect, 
while, by mutual Sympathy, Counſel and Prayer, 
they prove Means of procuring for each other Di- 
rection, Comfort and Aid. 5rhly, Such Intimacies 
give the beſt Opportunities for mutual Admonitions, 
for their common Security, againſt the many Haz- 
ards they run, of ſwerving from Duty, thro' the In- 
fluence of the World, and the Craft of the wicked 
One, an Advantage which every one who knows the 
Depravity of his ewn Mind will highly value. To 
all theſe Advantages let me add, 67, The peculiar 


Benefits which are to be obtained in the Exerciſe of 


Prayer. There is not only a peculiar Beauty in ſo- 
cial Religion, but the Scriptures and Experience aſ{- 
ſure us, that peculiar Bleſſings are to be obtained in 
the Exerciſe of it. When two or three are met 
together, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and united 


to one another in Love, do with one Heart agree in 


putting up their Prayers to their Father in Heaven, 
who can tell the bleſſed Efficacy of ſuch an Exerciſe ? 


The Benefit is not confined to themſelves ; the Con- 


gregation, the Country Side, the Nation itſelf to 
which they pertain, oft reap the Advantage, and ob- 
tain the Bleſſing from the Hearer of Prayer. Had but 
fiverighteous Perſons been found in the wicked City of 
Sodom, &c. their Ruin had been prevented. The 
Prayers of Mordecai and the devout Jews prevailed 
to diſappoint the moſt dangerous Scheme that ever 


was formed againſt that People. Daniel and his 


Companions obtained the Revelation of the King's 
VVV 999/55 © 
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Dream, and ſaved both themſelves and the wiſe Men 
of Babylon from impending Deſtruction. The re- 
ligious Society aſſembled in the Houſe of Mary, and 
praying for Peter, obtained their Requeſt for the 
Deliverance of the Apoſtle, while yet they were 
png it up. In a Word, we may ſay of the 

rayer of Faith, Heb. xi. 33. That thro' it the 
Saints received Promile. And indeed the Experi- 
ence of all that ever obſerved God's Appearances 
for his Church and People in any Age, confirm the 
_ Scripture Teſtimony on this Head, and concur in 
_ aſſuring us, that where God is pleaſed to pour out a 
Spirit of Prayer, it is a never-failing Sign - of his be- 
ing about to beſtow the moſt diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings 
of his gracious Providence. 

On the Whole, I preſume it appears evident, that 
the Scriptures, and the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing 
itſelf, give us a real and encouraging Warrant for 
ſuch ſocial Engagements as theſe we propoſe. That 
we ought therefore to regard Society Meetings, as a 
wiſe and excellent Method, which, by its Concur- 


_ rence with that ſtrong Turn our Minds have to So- 


ciety, has a noble Influence in ſecuring us againſt the 
fatal Evils we are expoſed to, by Correſpondence 


with Perſons of vicious Principles, or immoral Prac- 


. tices; and, at the fame Time, has an immediate 
Tendency to procure for us that Satisfaction, that 


Improvement, and all theſe Advantages which are 


the ultimate Ends of the ſocial Temper. And I 


cannot but think, that the Conſiderations mentioned 


would engage every ſerious. Chriſtian to ſeek out, 


and join himſelf to ſuch Societies, was it not that they 


apprehend, that ſuch Meetings have been, or may be 


ſome 


. with bad Conlequencer, or that they think 
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ſome other ObjeQions relevant to determine them to 
decline ſuch Fellowſhip. I therefore proceed to the 
Second Thing I propoſed, 

II. To enquire into theſe Objections which hav 
been made againſt Fellowſhip Meetings, and en- 
deavour to obviate them. . 

The following are the principal, if not the oy. 
ObjeQions I have had Occafion to hear made * 
this Way. 

Firſt, That, in many Inſtances, their beſt Purpoſes 
have been perverted ; ; that, by Miſmanagements, 
they have proven Seminaries of Error, Diviſion, 
Contention and Schiſm, which, not confined to the 
Society, has often weakned the Hands of Goſpel 
Miniſters, and has even embroiled the Country Side, 
yea, the Church itſelf. — In anſwering this, it muſt 
be owned that ſometimes the Evils complain'd of 
have happened. But we muſt obſerve, 1/, That it 
is allowed that theſe Evils do not flow from religious 
Societies as ſuch, but only thro' Miſmanagement : 
So that if any Regulations can be propoſed, by which 
ſuch Abuſe may be prevented, the Objection muſt 
fall of Courſe (and how far this is obtained, by the 
Rules offered in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, the 
Reader will judge). But, 24h), It appears, that ſuch 
religious Aſſociations are excellent Methods, war- 
ranted by Scripture, and tending to procure the moſt 
noble Advantages for Chriſtians duly exerciſed in 
them; and, to aſſert that ſuch are to be negleQed by 
ourſelves, or diſcouraged in others, becauſe of poſ- 
lible Miſmanagements or Abuſes, muſt be very ab- 
ſurd. Tis certain the Pulpit itſelf bas been abuſed 
and proſtituted to the worſt of Purpoſes ; too oft it 
has Sealed from being an Oracle of God, and has 

become 
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become an Incentive to Murders, Rebellions, Maſ- 


ſacres, and what not? We till ſee it perverted in 
ſome Inſtances, to ſpread Errors, Schiſms, Contention 


and Diviſion among Chriſtians. But wauld any 


Man that profeſſes Religion, ſay, That therefore 


Preaching ſhould be altogether ſuppreſſed ? No 


ſurely! we would readily propoſe, that where the 
Pulpit is thus abuſed, ſuch Preachers , ought to be 


_ reſtrained, and the whole Order laid under proper 


Regulations; and undoubtedly the ſame Reaſoning 
ſhould take Place here, or, if it is not admitted, the 
Argument will carry us to the moſt unreaſonable 
Extravagancies. If this be a concluſive Argument, 
That Societies, meeting for Prayer and ſpiritual Con- 
_ ference, have been miſmanaged, and therefore ought 
tobe deſerted and ſuppreſſed; it will equally hold 


as a good Argument, Some Societies of private Men 


| have hatched Treaſon ; and therefore no private 
Men ſhould, at any Time, meet together; or, There 
is no ſacred Ordinance, nor civil Inſtitution, which 
has not actually been, or at leaſt may be abuſed ; 

and therefore the whole of both theſe ſhould be for 
ever ſuppreſſed. And thus if the ObjeQion be of 


any Force, it concludes. as ſtrongly againſt almoſt all 


Engagements i in Society, as againſt the religious In- 
ſtitution we plead for. 

Secondly, There is another Objection much arged 
againſt Society Meetings; namely, That the Church 
of Scotland have, by their Directory for ſecret and pri- 
vate Worſhip, which is ratified by their Act, Auguft 
24th, 1647. Sefl. 19. Seck. 7. declared ſuch Meet- 
ings intolerable. "I heir Words are theſe, © What. 
« ever have been the Effects and Fruits of Meetings 
of Perſons of divers Families, in the Times of 


Corruption 


hibit a 
amine 
think 
cenſur 


re VER 
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Corruption and Trouble (in which Caſes many 
„ Things are commendable, which otherwiſe are not 
„ tolerable ) yet when God hath bleſſed us with 
„ Peace and Purity of the Goſpel, ſuch Meetings of 
Perſons of divers Families are to be diſapproved, 
= « tending to the Hindrance of the religious Exer- 
„ ciſe of each Family by itſelf, to the Prejudice of 
a the publick Miniſtry, to the renting of the Fa- 
milies of particular Congregations, and ( in Pro- 
ceſs of Time ) of the whole Kirk, beſides many 
Offences which may come thereby, to the harden- 
ing of the Hearts of carnal Men, and Grief of the 
is Godly.” — Whatever Regard I have for that 
Body of Men who conſtituted that Aſſembly ; yet L 
== muſt take the Liberty to obſerve, 1/, That it is our 
= Happineſs, that that Act, 4/7. 1638. December 17th. 
== 62/7. 23, 24. is not now in Force; by it they ordain, 
WW © That from henceforth, no Sort of Perſon of what- 
== © ſoever Quality or Degree, be permitted to ſpeak 
dor write againſt the ſaid Confeſſion, (that is the 
= © National Covenant, ) this Aſſembly, or any Act of 
3 © this Aſſembly, and that under the Pain of incur- 
== © ring the Cenſures of this Kirk.” It may be 
{ reaſonably thought that a Body of Men ſo jealous of 
their Credit, and ſo apprehenſive of the Cenſures 
which might be made on their Conduct, as to paſs 
2 ſuch an AQ as this, ( ſo tyrannical, and laying ſuch a a 
heavy Reſtraint on the Freedom of Converſation 
among Perſons of whatever Quality or Degree) 
would of Courſe, and from the ſame Motives pro- 
hibit all ſuch Meetings as might at any Time ex- 
amine or complain of their Proceedings. Not that I 
think it allowable for Society Meetings to canvaſs or 
cenſure the Proceedings of Aſſemblies: (The con- 
| T7 trary 


3 


= 
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_ trary will appear in its proper Place. \ But I dare 


ſay every thinking Perſon will agree with the Rev. 
r. Currie in his Efay on Separation, in pronouncing 
both the above cited Acts to be unreaſonable, un- 
warrantable, and tyrannical. — But the Aſſembly 


ſeems to give ſome plauſible Reaſons for prohibiting- 


ſuch Meetings. Let us then, 20%), See of what 
Force they are. 1½, The Aſſembly ſpeaks of them 


as allowable, yea commendable in Times of Trouble 


and Corruption, but not tolerable while we enjoy 
Peace and Purity of the Goſpel. Strange ! That 
It is our Duty to join in Conference and Prayer when 
in Danger or Trouble, and yet intolerable when en- 


Joying Peace, c. In Times of Corruption and 
rouble, no doubt Chriſtians will be more frequent 


and fervent in theſe Exerciſes, but why muſt they 
be laid aſide in all other Events? — No doubt leſt 


they preſume to cenſure People, who would be 
thought infallible. But further, is there any 'Time 
When Chriſtians are not in Danger of Corruption, 
thro' the Influence of Perſons of bad Principles and 
Morals ? If therefore ſuch Meetings be Preſervatives 


againſt this Danger, are they not always commend - 
able? — 2aly, The Aſſembly ſeems to inſinuate, that 


all the Purpoſes of ſuch religious Meetings may be 

 _ Obtained in the Exerciſe of Family Religion: And 
that therefore the Meetings of Perſons of diverſe 
Families is to be diſcouraged, as tending to the Hin- 


derance of the religious Exerciſe of each Family by 


it ſelf. —I am aware, that this Conſideration of 


Family Religion would probably be objected againſt 
all J have ſaid about the Expediency or Neceſſity of 


a religious Correſpondence among Chriſtians. I 


have referzed giving any Anſwer to it until _ 5 
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when I am to obſerve, 1/, That tho' Family Reli- 
gion is at once lovely, uſeful, and indeed neceſſary, 


Feet that intimate religious Correſpondence propoſed 
by Fellowſhip Meetings, and the Benefits to be ob- 


tained by ſuch, do appear to be ſeldom if ever at- 


4 a tainable by the Exerciſe of Family Religion alone. 


How rarely will we find a Family of which all or 
even the greater Part, are either qualified or diſpoſed 
for religious Converſation ? How oft is a ſincere and 
active Chriſtian claſſed in a Family, whoſe other 


Members are abſolutely averſe to religious Exerciſes ? 


And would it not be exceeding hard to ſhut ſuch an 


one up from religious Intimacies ? But 24%, Let us 
even ſuppoſe a whole Family diſpoſed to religious Cor- _ 
reſpondence with one another, yet I ſee no Reaſon 
why ſuch Correſpondence ſhould be confin'd to the 


Family; on the contrary, if Chriſtians are com- 


manded to make their Light ſhine before Men, and 


as every Man has received the Gift, even fo to mi- 
niſter the ſame one to another, &c. it ſeems highly 
reaſonable, and even a Duty of the Members of a 
well diſpoſed Family, to enter into Fellowſhip Meet- 
ings with neighbouring Chriſtians, in order to attain 
theſe valuable Purpoſes. But perhaps it will be till 
objected in Terms of the AQ, that ſuch Meetings 


tend to the Hinderance of the religious Exerciſe of 
each Family by itſelf. I muſt therefore add, 34, 


That this Reaſon againſt Society Meetings ſeems to 


be the moſt ſingular of any I have ever heard ſug- 


geſled. With the ſame Reaſon we may object againſt 


every Duty of Religion, whether publick or private, 
| becauſe that at ſome times they may come to inter- 
Tere, and ſo prove a Hinderance to one another. For 
the Hiaderance alledged to be given by Fellowſhip 


: Meetings 
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Meetings to Family Religion, cannot be underſtood 
any other Way, than by the one interfering with the 
other, becauſe in all other Views, the religious Ex- 
erciſes in which we join with neighbouring Chriſ- 
tians, render us at once better qualified for Family 
Religion, and more diſpoſed to it.— The other 
Reaſons mentioned in this Act againſt Fellowſhip 
Meetings, have been already taken Notice of in the 
Anſwer to the firſt Objection. And I preſume that 
every Reader will allow, that this Act ſo tyrannical 
in itſelf, and ſupported by ſuch weak or extravagant 
Reaſons, ought to have no Influence to reſtrain from 
Engagements ſo reaſonable as theſe we propoſe. 
Thirdly, There is yet another Objection which it 
will be expected I ſhould take Notice of, tho* moſtly 
urged by Perſons from whom no Encouragement to 
religious Societies of any kind can be expected. It 
is this, That ſuch Meetings tend to divert People, 
whoſe Bread depends on their daily Labour, from 
attending their civil Callings. For my part, I ſhall 
be as loath as any Body, to adviſe or encourage 
People to any Thing that ſhould prevent their pro- 
per Labours, or keep them from an honeſt Induſtry 
for earning their Food. But ſure no Body can think 
that a few Hours once a Week, or perhaps but once 
aà Fortnight, can give any conſiderable Hinderance, 
or prove a real Prejudice. On the contrary, it 
would ſeem that ſuch religious Interviews ſhould 
rather be a Furtherance, becauſe the more lively a 
Chriſtian is in the Frame of his own Mind, the more 
allert will he be in every other Exerciſe: The more 
he is eſtabliſhed in the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
the more conſcientious and diligent will he be, doing 
auith all his Might, what his Hand findeth to do, He 
will labour more chearfully, and alſo more 23 
e ully. 
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fully. So that if Conſcience and Diligence are va- 
luable Qualities in a Work-man, the religious En- 
gagements I recommend, muſt be reckoned valuable 
Means for improving theſe. — The ſevereſt Taſk- 
maſter will not grudge the meaneſt Slave ſome 
Hours for Relaxation, and the cloſſeſt Application 
muſt allow ſome time for this Purpoſe ; but Relax- 
ation does not conſiſt in the Body or Mind's ceaſing 
from Action, but in changing the Direction of their 
Aims and Exerciſes. I would then aſk the moſt zea- 
lous Promoter of Induſtry, whether of the two he 


\ would moſt approve of? Whether the devout, con- 


ſcientious, and laborious Work man, who devotes his 
leiſure Hours to Conference and Prayer with his 
Friends of the ſame Character? Or that Man who 


agaſſociates himſelf with vain, light or profligate Per- 


[ ſhall 


ſons, waſtes his Gain in Ale-houſes, and his leiſure 
Time in Folly or Crimes? If the firſt of theſe be 
his Choice, there can be no Room for this Objection, 

It appears J think evidently from what has been 
ſaid, That Fellowſhip Meetings have a real and en- 


couraging Warrant, both from Scripture, and the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Thing; and that no relevant 


Objection lies againſt them, if ſo be they come under 
due Regulations. This leads me, 
III. To offer ſome Regulations, for prevent- 
ing the Inconveniencies and Evils complain'd of, 


and for the more effectual obtaining the valuable 


& Purpoſes of religious Fellowſhip. 


Attempts have been made this Way already, by 
very good Hands, but 'tis a Pity, they confine them- 
ſelves to general Obſervations and Rules, which moſt 
of People mind but as generals, and therefore readily 

indulge themſelves in Exceptions. It ſeems * 
5 ore 


Manner, on the peculiar Cauſes of the Evils com- 
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fore neceſſary to condeſcend in the moſt particular 


plain'd of, and on the proper Way to prevent theſe, 
and of obtaining the Benefits in View. For this 
End, I ſhall, ½, Enquire into the Cauſes of the 
Fils complain'd of; and ſhall endeavour to keep 
them in View, while, 2dly, I offer the Rules which 
ſeem proper for remedying thoſe Evils, and for pro- 
curing the Benefits, for which Society was ulti- 
mately intended. _ SY 25 
Frirſt, The Abuſes which have ſo often crept into 
Society Meetings, and the Miſchiefs which flow from 
theſe, have for the moſt Part, if not altogether, pro- "i 
ceeded from one or other of the following Cauſes, 
Either, 9 | | „„ 1 55 
1. From the Characters and Diſpoſitions of the 
Members, Theſe often prove incompatible with the WW 
Union and Intereſts of Societies, eſpecially religious M 
Ones. Should we ſuppoſe a Parcel of Hypocrites, 
who have nothing of Religion but a Name and Pro- 
feſſion, yet forming themſelves into a Society Meet- 
ing, and carrying on the Cheat on themſelves, their 
Fellows, and the World; the beſt we could expect 
from ſuch would be but Noiſe and Affectation. The 
Fruits of ſuch Meetings muſt be to rivet one another 
in their fooliſh Prejudices; and to improve each We 


Other in a Shew of Religion, whilſt they remain | | G0 
Strangers to its Reality. To learn Opinionativeneſs WW" ml 
in Room of Steadineſs, falſe Zeal inftead of true Ar- the 


dour for God, Enthuſiaſm in Place of divine Influ- H. 
ences, Haughtineſs for Humility, Security inſtead of of 


Faith, and Formality in Place of real Godlineſs, we 
Where theſe prevail, there, all that is complain'd of JW of 
or fear'd from Fellowſhip Meetings, does natively f In 


ariſe, 


- 
* 
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ir [ ariſe. Men do not look for Grapes from Thiſtles, 


p nor for Figs from 'Thorns ; and we may ſooner ex- 
7 pect that Perſons Who are Strangers to the Profeſſion, 
is as well as to the Reality of Religion, ſhould attain 
ie the Ends of Society Meetings, than thoſe we ſpeak 
p & of. But without confining the Suppoſition to So- 
h IE cieties entirely form'd of empty Profeſſors, we may 
J- obſerve, That wherever ſuch Perſons have Acceſs 
1- and Influence, the like Evils appear, tho' perhaps in 
i a lower Degree. If there is but one Member of a 
to Society Who has not the important Ends of chriſtian 
m Fellowſhip in view; who wants no more by his 
o- Memberſhip but to gain a Name and Character, 
es. without being at Pains to deſerve it, ſuch a Man 
readily is, or will ſoon become proud, opinionative, 
he cenſorious, aſſuming, c. and while his Profeſſion 
he blinds weak and diflident Chriſtians, he many Times 
us 8 engages them to follow him in his Extravagancies 
es, and Follies ; while he diverts the Society from their 
o- proper Purpoſes, he leads them to Courſes quite 
et- oppolite. — Theſe Conſiderations ought to engage 


eir us to the utmoſt Caution in chuſing our Compani- 


ect ons, and admitting Members into our Societies, and 
he for theſe Reaſons I have inſiſted the more on them. 
her But what we ought to conſider more attentively is, 
ich That even where Perſons who are really exerciſed in 
ain Godlineſs are aſſociated together ; and where we 
[els might hope for the happieſt Effects, yet even there 
Ar- the Skill of Satan, and the Deceitfulneſs of our own 
lu- Hearts, defeat our Hopes and bring on a ſad Reverſe 
of of them. Oft does that Enemy of our Souls ( tho” 


we are not ignorant of his Devices) take Advantage 
of our Weakneſs; while he finds too much Matter 
1n our corrupt Minds to work on, by which he 
8 ruins 
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ruins Society. — As by exciting the Pride of our 
firſt Parents in Paradiſe, he found the Way to ruin 
human Society even in its Birth, ſo by that ſame Art 
he often prevails to deſtroy that Unity, which is eſ- 
ſential to chriſtian Fellowſhip, When a Member of 
ſuch Society comes to think more highly of himſelf 
than he ought to think, when he becomes conceited 
of his own Gifts, and proud of his Attainments or 
other Peculiars, he natively falls into all that Train 
of Evils which undo Society. Fond of himſelf he 
becomes inſenſible to the Excellencies of his Com- 
panions, or even begrudges them. — He grows blind 
to his own Imperfections and Errors, but a ready 
Diſcerner of the Failings or Faults of his Neigh- 


| bours. This makes him deſpiſe every Body whoſe 


Graces and Gifts he thinks ſhort of his own ; and at 
the ſame Time, makes him judge thus of every one he 
converſes with. Such Sentiments ſoon render him 
incapable of the ſocial Virtues, but under the fatal 
Influence of theſe Diſpoſitions which are oppoſite to 
Friendſhip. He becomes haughty, arrogant, aſſum- 
ing, every Thing muſt be done by his Direction, 
nothing is to be approven if he is not ſatisfied, nor 
any Thing agreed to if it be not his Opinion. — In 
a Word, his Will muſt be the Law of the Society, 
he grows ſtiff and poſitive, and if he is not humoured, 
he becomes ſullen, croſs, fretfu!, hot, yea paſſionate. 
We may eaſily conceive, it will be extremely diffi- 
cult for his Companions to brook ſuch a Temper. 
Few People are poſſeſſed of ſuch Degrees of Meek- 


neſs and Patience, as would be requiſite to bear with 


ſuch an One, however uſeful otherwiſe. Admoni- 
tion would be loſt on a Perſon of this Character, ſo 
that wherever this Temper is indulged, the Hen 
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neſs of that Society neceſſarily falls ; - mutual Af. 


fection, Confidence, Good will and Sympathy ſoon 
ceaſe, while Jealouſy, Diſcord, III will, Reſentment, 
Malice, Wrath, &c. brood on each other, until ſuch. 


Societies, from being Seats of Love and Union, be- 


come Scenes of Contention and Seminaries of Diſ- 


cord ; and the Evils begun in private Societies oft 
come to ſpread from one to another, until the Com- 
munity is embroiled by it. 


What a watchful Guard then ſhould every Mem- 


ber of Society in general, particularly ſuch as profeſs 
religious Fellowſhip, keep over their own Hearts, 
leſt at any Time they become high-minded, and 
thus fall into the Snare of the Devil? With what 
Care ſhould every Chriſtian watch over the Mo- 


tions of his own Breaſt ; leſt that cunning Enemy 
ſteal in upon the unguarded Minds? Do we find our 
'Fempers becoming warm, do we become fliit in our 
peculiar Opinions, are we fretted by Contradiction, 


do we find a Coldneſs in our Affections to ſuch as 
differ from us, ſeel we a Pleaſure in obſerving and 
publiſhing the Faults of our Neighbours ? By each 
of theſe our Pride is demonſtrated : Theſe Diſpo- 
ſitions render us unfit, yea dangerous Members of 


any and of every Society: They naturally tend to 


break the Peace of Families, Congregations, Preſby- 


teries, and every ſocial Engagement whether publick 


or private, ſacred or civil, as well as theſe we now 
_ Secondly, Another Cauſe producing the Evils com- 
plain'd of from religious Societies, is Miſmanage- 
ments in their Meetings with each other. "Tis in⸗ 
deed no more practicable to condeſcend on all the 


Errors ſuch Meetings may fall into, than it is to deſ- 


E cribe 
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cribe all the Miſtakes we may fall into in the Courſe 


of Life. I ſhall name put the following, as what 


appear both more common and more fatal to theſe 


Societies. ½, The indulging of idle and trivial 


Converſation, — This, tho' innocent in itſelf, yet 
becomes really criminal, while it prevents more uſe- 
ful Exerciſes, oft cuts them out altogether, and readily 
introduces a more fatal tho' a more ſpecious Abuſe, 


ig, 2dly, Fooliſh and unprofitable Queſtions and 


Diſputes, even on Scripture Subjects, the Solution of 
which can be given by no Mortal, nor would it 
profit us tho' obtained. This Abuſe natively leads, 
| 3dly, To a daring and over-curious Prying into the 
Myſteries of Revelation; they would be wiſe above 


what is written, but they darken Knowledge by 
Words without Wiſdom; they turn aſide into vain + 
_ Janglings, deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, yet 
neither underſtanding what they ſay, nor whereof 


they affirm. Thus they become heady and notional, 
and their Meetings prove a Source of Error and 
Hereſy. This Humour is always connected with, 
4thly, An inſatiable Itch to meddle in the Contro- 
verſies of the Day. They readily decide and deter- 


mine in all Queſtions, even in theſe Matters in which 


Miniſters and Chriftians, the moſt diſtinguiſh'd for 
Learning and Grace both now and in all Ages have 
differed : or differing in Opinion each with other, 
they come to ſplit, and prove Seminaries of Schiſm 
in a Country ſide. This natively brings them, 5 %, 
Jo eriticiſe on the Conduct of Miniſters, and others 
with whom they have nothing to do: A Practice 
which ſooths their Vanity, while it nouriſhes their 
Pride, and introduces Self. conceit, Preſumption, Con- 
tempt of Ordinances, Diſtegard to Miniſters, * ws 
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Theſe Miſmanagements appear the more dan- 
gerous when we obſerve, how intimately they are 
connected one with another. They creep into So- 
cieties, they gain Strength quickly, tho' almoſt im- 
perceptibly, and oft remain undiſcovered until they 


are no more to be corrected: Our only Security 


therefore againſt theſe, is to keep at the utmoſt Diſ- 
tance from the very leaſt of them. | age, 


To theſe above named Cauſes of the Complaints 


made againſt Society Meetings, I might add, That 
Members by Want of Tenderneſs to each, other in 


civil Life, or by Indiſcretion in their Behaviour to- 


ward thoſe that are Strangers to their Profeſſion and 
Fellowſhip, have oft injured Society, have broke their 
Unity, and made them and their Members fall into 
Contempt. But theſe and others I will probably 
have occaſion to point out in the Regulations in- 
tended. 4 „ ; 
Perhaps ſome People will think, that what I have 
ſaid concerning the Characters of Members of So- 
ciety Meetings, and the Dangers of miſmanaging 
theſe, is a ſtronger Argument againſt ſuch Fellow - 


ſhip than all I have advanced in their Favours. 


Before I leave the Subject I ſhall therefore obſerve, 
_ That theſe Evils are no other than what almoſt all 


Societies in the World are expoſed to, at leaſt, we 


cannot conceive any two or three Perſons conferring 


together about religious .Things, but we muſt per- 


ceive the ſame Evils as threatning their Correſpon- 
dence, as Society Meetings are expoſed to. I ſhall 


therefore in the Regulations propoſed, endeavour 
to lay down ſuch Rules as may not only direct in 
the religious Engagements propoſed, but may be 
of Ule to quality and diſpoſe us to ad a proper 

9 e 
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Part in every focal Engagement in Life. 0 there: | 
fore proceed, 
©» Secondly, To offer n Rules which ſeem proper 
for remedying the Evils complain'd of, and for pro- 
curing the Benefits for which Society was ultimately 
intended. To this Purpoſe, I ſhall 1/, Offer ſome 
Rules relating to the Temper and Character, which 
Members of religious Societies ought to ſtudy them- 
| ſelves, and by which they ought to chuſe their Com- 
panions. 24ly, I ſhall offer ſome Rules relating to 
the proper Exerciſe of religious Societies in their 
Meetings together. 34ly, J ſhall offer ſome Direc- 
tions relating to their Conduct toward each other in 
civil Life. And, 47hly, I ſhall mention ſome of theſe 
Obligations which relate to their Behaviour towards 
thoſe that are without, and are Strangers to their Pro- 
feſſion and Fellowſhip. en 
Firſt, I am to offer ſome Rules by which Members 
of religious Societies ought to form themſelves, and 
by which they ought to chuſe their Companions. —In 
general, every Thing that conſtitutes the chriſtian 
Life, every Grace, every Diſpoſition, and every Duty 
Tequired of the Diſciples of Jeſas, muſt be our own 
Study, and the great Qualification which recommends 
our Friends to us. An habitual Senſe of divine Truths, 
ſpiritual Affections, with a Heart exerciſed in Faith 
. Godlineſs, are the Things which conſtitute the 
new Creature, make us Fellow Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God, and are therefore 
Things which at once qualify and diſpoſe us to main- 
tain Communion with Saints on Earth. Chriſtianity 
does indeed form a valuable and worthy Member 
of Society in general, and is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary to a Member of a religious Society. 1 am not 


"iq 
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to enter into a Detail of chriſtian Virtues : I ſhall 
confine myſelf to mention the following | chriſtian 
Excellencies, which are more peculiarly requiſite in 
order to religious Fellowſhip ; and which tho' ſeldom 
the Attainment, yet are always the Endeavour of 
every worthy Member, and one great End of reli- 
gious Intimacies. 8 . | 
I. Such ought to make the Knowledge of them- 
ſelves, and of the Scriptures their conſtant Aim. 
To know ourſelves, is an Attainment of the greateſt 
Importance in it ſelf, as well as a firſt rate Accom- 
pliſhment to qualify us for Society. To get the bet- 
ter of Self-conceic and Preſumption, to attain a juſt 
Senſe of the Evil of our Ways, the Depravity of 
our Natures, the Deceitfulneſs of our Hearts, the 
Weakneſs of our Frame, and the Danger we are by 
all theſe expoſed to, will give the Soul a noble 
Reliſh for Goſpel- Truths, and makes the Scriptures 
prove a delightful Study; the more ſuch an one 
knows of the Truths of God, the more he delights 
in the facred Theme, and the more he ſtudies it, 
like the Fſalmiſt, he communes with his own Heart; 
like the noble Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. He ſearches the 
= Scoiptures daily, for he knows, that in them wwe have 
= eternal Life, for they teſtify of Chriſt, John v. 39. 
By ſuch a Diſpoſition and Exerciſe, a Chriſtian will 
be furniſhed with an inexhauitible Fund of the moſt 
uſeful Materials for ſpiritual Conference, and the 
Edification of his religious Companions. | 
2. Such Knowledge is natively attended with the 
higheſt Eſteem of our God and Saviour, the moſt fer- 
vent Defires after his Image and Favour, and a high 
Delight in every Thing that relates to him. And 
What a noble Qualification is ſuch a Diſpoſition 1 
| m—— Tom 2 9 Mind, 
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Mind, for a Member ofa F ellowſhip Meeting ! This Ul 


often makes his Tongue as the Pen of a ready Wri- WI 
ter, inditing Things concerning the King, and while Bo 
his own Soul glows with the ſacred Ardour, he often ou 
like a live Coal kindles the heavenly Flame in his thi 
devout Companions. 1 
3. Theſe Attainments lead a Soul to entertain the en 
great Meſſage of the Goſpel. A Soul ſenſible of ful 
the glorious Excellencies of our Lord, will be en- va 

gaged to an habitual Application to him, that out of MW _ 
his Fulneſs tney may receive and Grace for Grace. ler 
The bleſſed Effects of this Exerciſe which a Chriſ- Oil 
tian's daily Experience can record, qualify him hap- fhc 
pily for the Society of ſincere Chriſtiafs. 'Tis a er 
peculiar Happineſs to a Pilgrim to find a Companion Fr 
Who knows the Way they are to travel. And it ſib 
muſt be a peculiar Happineſs to one travelling to- an 
wards Zion, to find one who knows the Way thro' hi; 
Baca's Vale, and the Method of procuring ſuch Re- tai 
freſhment there, as may enable them to go from un 
Strength to Strength until they arrive beſore Gd. ag: 
To the Knowledge and Love of ſacred Things, cip 

a worthy Member mutt add an undiſſembled Love, is 
a hearty Good will and brotherly Affection to our {MW a 
Friends and Brethren, and ſuch a Love to Mankind WW am 
in general as will engage him to ſeek the Good of all mi 
around him. Chriſtianity is properly the Religion no 
3 of Love: Love is its Author, for God is Lowe; Love X11 
is its Nature and Eſſence, for bo that dwelleth in Lowe bow 
Atbelleth in God, and God in him, i John iv. 16. Di 
Love is its great Precept, for our Lord %ays, This is wil 
my Commandment, that ye lowe one another as] have En 
lowed you, And how neceſſary an Excellency is this to to 
Society? "Tis this which lays- the Foundation of fir 


Unity 


firmities, without ſympathiſing with others under the 
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Unity and Harmony among Brethren. 'Tis this 
which diſpoſes to Charity, Forgiveneſs, Forbearance, 
Bowels of Compaſſion, and true Sympathy towards 


our Brethren. Tis this makes us take Part in all 


the Cares, Fears, Griefs or Joys of our Friends. 
»Tis this which engages to adviſe, comfort, aſſiſt, 
encourage, and in one Word, with Chearfulneſs to 
fulfil all the Obligations, and contribute to all the 
valuable Purpoſes of chriſtian Friendſhip. _ 

5. Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind is an Excel- 


lency of the moſt eſſential Importance, in order to 


diſpoſe to religiohs Fellowſhip. I have already 
ſhown the fatal Conſequences of Pride in Societies of 
every kind; but how inconſiſtent is it with the 
Principles and Obligations of Chriſtianity ? Is it poſ- 


ſible one can know his own guilty, depraved, weak 


and miſerable CharaQter, and yet ſhould glory in 
himſelf? Can one be ſenſible that all he ever at- 
tained or hopes to arrive at, is the Gift of free and 
unmerited Goodneſs, and will he yet boaſt himſelf 


- againſt his Fellow? Can a Man call himſelf a Diſ- 


ciple of Jeſus, while he is not learning of him who 


| is meek and lowly? Did the great God and our 


Saviour while miniſtring on Earth give us an Ex- 


| ample, by his bearing with the many Follies, Infir- 
mities and Faults. of his poor Diſciples ? And will 


not his Followers take the ſacred Direction, Rom. 
xii. 16. Mind not high Things, condeſcend to Men of 
how Eſtate, and be not wiſe in your own Conceits ? 
Did he ſtoop to waſh the Feet of his Diſciples, and 
will any of his Followers ever think they can do 
enough for or bear enough with thoſe that are dear 
to him ? Finally, can we be ſenſible of our own In- 


like, 
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like, and contributing our utmoſt Endeavours to re- 
move them? The Apoſtle's Command therefore 


ſnould have an univerſal Influence, Phil. li. 3. Let 


nothing be done thro Strife or vain Glory, but in Low- 


lineſs of Mind let each eſteem others better than 
themſelves. 

6. The genuine Fruit of Hamility! is Meekneſs and 
Patience. Paſſion and Reſentment are the well 


known Children of Pride, theſe runinſome Plagues 


of Society reſemble each other both in their Nature 


and Effects. Both of theſe cloud our Reaſon, make us R 


inſenſible of Duty, and indeed incapable of it. But 
 Meekneſs and Patience have oppoſite Natures and 


_ oppoſite Effects. Theſe keep the Mind calm and 


ſober, and therefore capable of exerciſing our ſeveral 
Faculties in a regular Way ; they make us judge of 


Things as they really are, and prevent our being im- 


poſed on by the falſe Light by which Pafſion diſguiſes 
them; and thus they render us capable of a ſteady 
Diſcharge of the ſocial Duties, in ſpite of all theſe 
Incidents which in our imperfect State provoke to 
Anger and Strife; they prevent our taking Offence 


at the Inadvertencies or Imperfections of our Com- 


panions, and at the ſame Time keep us from giving 
_ Offence to others. It is thus we muſt fulfil the great 


Precepts of the Apoſtle, Eph. iv. 2, 3. With all Low- 


lineſs and Meenels, with Long -ſuffering, ſorbearing one 


another in Love, endeavouring to keep the Unity of the 
| Spirit in the Bond of Peace. and v. 31, 32. Let all 


Wrath and Bitterneſs, and Anger, and Evil ſpeaking 
be put away from you, with all Malice. And be Je 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one ano- 


ther, een as God for Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven you. 


Let us put on bed: as the El Y Ce, Holy and 
| Beloved, | 


. 
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Beloved, Boauels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſ: of 
Mind, Meekneſs, Long-Juffering, forbearing one another, 
= forgiving one another. I, any Man have a Quarrel 
= againſt any, «wn as Chrift forgave you, ſo alſo do 3e: 
and above all theſe Things, put on Charity, which is 
= the Bond of Perfefneſs, Col. iii. 12, 13, 14. 5 
5 7. To all theſe we ſhould add an obliging, affable, 
complaiſant and brotherly Carriage toward all Men, 
elpecially our Fellows. A cold and indifferent Look, 
or a ſour and churliſn Way, is not only unlike, but is 
really inconſiſtent with Friendſhip. Such a Behavi- 
our always expreſſes ſome Degree of Contempt, and 
if it does not produce Reſentment, at leaſt it intro- 
_ duces ſuch Coldneſs as breaks up Intimacy; but that 
eaſy and brotherly Carriage which the Scripture _ 


preſcribes, increaſes our Eſteem of each other, whets 


our Deſire after Society with one another, makes us 
delight in it, gives Weight to each others Advice and 
Example, chears up the Mind to Activity in ſocial 
Duties; and thus makes every Friend fond of his re- 
ligious Companion, and active in imitating him. 
How frequently and warmly do the Scriptures urge 
this lovely Temper of Mind, Rom. xii. 10. Be kindly 
affettioned one to another, in brotherly Lowe, in Honour 
preferring one another. Tit. iii. 2. Be gentle, ſhewing 
all Metkneſs to all Men. 1 Pet. iii. 8, 9. Finally, be 
all of one Mind, having Compaſſion one of another ; 
love as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, not rendering 
Railing for Railing, but contrarywiſe Bleſing. The 
Wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy, 
Jam. ii. 17. 5 JJ 
8. As another Qualification for Society, we ought 
e F | to 
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to ſtudy an open, frank and chearful Way of acting 47 


towards all we converſe with, whether our religious 
Intimates or others. A dull, melancholy, moroſe 
and ſullen Temper (too often indulged, if not affect- 


ed, by ſome Profeſſors of Religion) makes Strangers 7 
judge amiſs of Chriſtianity itſelf, as a peeviſh and 


diſcontented Principle, diſcourages many almoſt Chri- 
ſtians, and renders the Converſation of religious Meet- 
ings flat, inſipid and diſtaſteful. To render our Con- 
verſation truly edifying, it ought to be /ea/oned with 
Salt, not only as to its Matter, but as to its Manner, 
_ eſpecially when we conſider, that our Deſire after So- 
ciety is always attended with a Deſire after Satisfac- 
tion with thoſe we converſe with. Thus, a misjudg- 
Ing World ſeek nothing more in Company than Joy 
and Mirth : They make a Feaſt for Laughter, and 
Wine maketh them merry, Such Mirth is ſoon turned 
Into Mourning ; ſuch Joy is but a falſe Appearance 
of true Gladneſs. This is only to be found with the 

| Diſciples of Jeſus ; none elſe have Right to it. Light 
it ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Upright 
in Heart, Pſal. xcvii. 11. It is in the Dwellings of 
the Righteous that the Voice of Joy and Gladneſs is 


heard. Their Privilege it is to r4oice eve! mie. And 


this Part they ought to act. True Religion not only 
| lays a Foundation for Chearfulneſs and Serenity of 
Mind, but affords the moſt excellent Subjects to en- 
| liven the Converſation of Chriſtians, and thereby to 
communicate Joy and Gladneſs of Heart to each o- 


ther Thus it was with the peaceful Meeting menti- 
oned Ads ii. 46, 47. They did eat their Meat with 
Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart, praiſing God, and 
having Fawour with all the People: And with a View 
this Chearfulneſs the Apoſtle gives the Exhortation, 


Gal, 
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c in. 16. Let the Wordof Chrift dwell in you richly 


in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 


0 Pſalms and Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging with 
= Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. RE 
* 9. To all theſe we muſt add the Study of Prudence 


and Diſcretion. By this I mean a wiſe and judicious 
apprehending the Advantages or Diſadvantages which 
© may follow on Events or AQions, and thenee a be- 


coming Care and Activity to ſhun the threatning E- 
= vils, and obtain the Benefits hoped for. This is a 
7 Virtue, which tho” difficult to attain, yet is of the 
= greateſt Neceſſity to Members of religious Societies, 
jor two great Purpoſes. 1½, In order to regulate our 
oven Tempers and the Frame of our Minds, and this 
not only by reſtraining theſe Affections and Paſſions 
which lead to Folly, but alſo by regulating and direc- 
ting all the Faculties, and even theſe Excellencies 
#2 which conſtitute a valuable Member of Society; be- 
4 cauſe the greateſt Virtues, when either carried to Ex- 
FX cels or unſuitably directed, degenerate into Vices; 
and theſe, by ſo much more dangerous as they are cloth- 
ed in the Habits of Religion: For Example, How oft 
bas Zeal for Truth (whether apprehended, or the real 
Truths, yet not eſſential to Chriſtianity) by mixing 
with our own Paſſions, degenerated into Schiſm, Su- 
perſtition, Cruelty and Perſecution ? How oft has 
Humility ſunk into Credulity and an implicit follow - 
ing of thoſe whoſe Knowledge and Judgment we 
reckon ſuperior to our own ? How oft has Aﬀability 
dwindled down into Impertinence, and Chearfulneſs 
into Levity and Folly ? Theſe, and innumerable o- 
ther Inſtances which every one's Reflection and Ex- 
perience will readily ſuggeſt to them, ſhews the Dan- 
ger one runs, either by exceeding or giving a Mens 
e 1 05 | | urn 
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Turn even to Diſpoſitions, otherwiſe the moſt valu- 
able, and thereby ſhews the Neceſſity of Prudence, 
in order to prevent ſuch fatal Miſtakes. 24ly, This 
Virtue is further neceſſary, in order to improve our 
Correſpondence with each other to our mutual Profit: 
It is this noble Virtue which points out the Advan- 


J. ͤ Og Beret 


tages to be obtained, and the beſt Method of obtain- ev 
ing them. This ſhews the Dangers we are expoſed . of 
to, and ſhews how to remedy or prevent them. Iltt a 
is this directs a wiſe Man when to ſpeak, and when fi 
to be ſilent ; when to ſhut his Eyes to his Neigh- 
boeur's Infirmities, and wnen to admoniſh him; when © 
to applaud and encourage, and when to adviſe and le 
direct him. Ina Word, tis in the Exerciſe of this V 
Virtue, that, as our Saviour commands, we are to a 
be wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves, Matth. 1 
10. Prudence will always be attended with a de- © 
cent Modeſty and Reſerve in all we door ſay. For- * 

_ wardneſs and Preſumption are the genuine Fruits of . + 
Pride or Folly, and their Effects in Society are always b 
nauſeous, if not always fatal. Where therefore we 1 
find a Man ſelf confident, pretending to every Excel. 4 
lency, and boaſting of his own Merits, we may re- £2 
| ſonably conclude ſuch an one preſumptuous, and | 
walking in a Path ſo ſlippery, as that while he think- J 
eth himſelf wiſe he will readily appear to be a Fool. ) 
Do we find one vain of his Profeſſion, oſtentatious of \ 
his Attainments, noiſy about what he has done, or is 7 
doing, and fond that the World ſhould look at him? ] 
We may juſtly fear his Pride, and ſuſpect him to be 
at once a Stranger to Modeſty and Humility. Or, 1 
do we find a Perſon always talkative, telling all he 


ſeos Or hears, divulgipg even the Failings of his . 
VVV 
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Friends, or their Counſels and Secrets? Such an one 
we ſhould fly, as incapable of Society; and if we do 
not ſuſpect his Veracity, at leaſt we muſt condemn 


his Folly. True Modeſty is the Reverie of all this; 


always humble, and therefore always reſerved ; al- 
ways ſelf-diffident, and therefore always cautious 3 
ever knowing that the Tongue is an unruly Evil, full 
of deadly Poiſon, and therefore keeping it in as with 
a Bridle, and ſetting a Watch over his Lips that he 
fin not. : LS 
11. Laſtly, One properly qualified for religious So- 
ciety, mult not only ſtudy every Grace and Excel- 
lency of Chriſtianity, and endeavour to grow in every 
Virtue, but ought alſo uniformly to exerciſe theſe by 
a Practice and Converſation becoming the Goſpel; 
that is, by a regular Diſcharge of all the Duties of 
Devotion, whether in Publick, in Family, or in Se- 
cret; and by a careful Performance of all the rela- 
tive Duties he is bound to, whether as a Father, a 
Huſband, a Child, a Relation, a Servant, or Neigh- 
bour, fc. A Man muſt appear in a very ridiculous 
Light, who pretends to be qualified as Member of a 
ſelect Society, yet knows not how to act in the 
general Society of which all Mankind are Mem- 
bers ; and yet more unaccountable, if, while he does 
not act a proper Part in Family Society, he ſhould 
yet think himſelf qualified to join a choſen Number 
whoſe Work is ſo important, and their Engage- 
ments ſo intimate and tender. But would we ap- 
prove ourſelves as Children of God, blameleſs and 
harmleſs, without Rebuke ; would we ſhine as Lights 
in a darkPlace,then whatever ourStation be, whatever 
our Calling, whatever our Relations be, to theſe we 
muſt with Diligence and Faithfulneſs attend, as bas : 
e . | who 


who are not ſlothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord. . Without this, our Profeſſion muſt 
be ridiculed, and the Way of God evil ſpoken of 
thro' our baults. | ice: ES 
Every Body will think, that ſuch a Character as I 
have deſcribed by the above Advices, is indeed 
lovely, and that a Society made up of ſuch, would 
be at once uſeful and agreeable ; but I'll be aſked, 
Where are ſuch Companions to be had? If none 
but Perſons who attain to theſe Excellencies are to 
be Members of Socjety Meetings, 'tis the ſame Thing 
as if they were abſolutely prohibited — In Anſwer. 
to this Objection, let it be conſidered, 1//, That I 
am far from aſſerting that Perfection in all thoſe Ac- 
compliſhments and Attainments is to be required in 
thoſe we chooſe as our Friends; for, if ſo, we muſt 
go out of the World cre we find one: All] aſſert 
is, That one qualified for religious Society muſt with 
Sincerity and Ardour make theſe Chriſtian Excel- 
lencies his Aim, his Study and Endeavour. 24/y, 
That one who is a Stranger to theſe Virtues is in- 
deed incapable of acting a proper Part in any So- 
ciety in Life, whether ſacred or civil; that theſe are 


the Things which qualify us for every ſocial En- po 
gagement which we can reaſonably enter into, and to 
are pecuirly requiſite in all Engagements of a reli- Br 
vious Kind. 34h, That Society Meetings do in their oft 
Nature ſoppoſe their Members weak, frail and cor- ar 
rupt Creatures, and one grand Deſign of their Meet- ce 
ings is to form aud improve one another in all theſe in 
Endowments and Diſpoſitions which may render as 
them uſeful and agreeable to each other, and may of 
qualiſy them for acting well in every Capacity, wbe- Pe 


ther as Men or as Chriſtians. From all which we 
1 may 
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may conclude, That if we ourſelves are honeſtly ſtudy- 
ing theſe Attainments, if we make it our Buſineſs to 
improve in them, we will certainly find ſuch an Ex- 
erciſe prove an effectual Attractive, engaging the Af- 
fections of all who are of a like Temper, and have 
the ſame Attainments in View; and in like Manner, 
where we find Perſons profeſſing a Deſire and En- 
deavour after the Virtues and Excellencies of Chril- 
{ tianity, we are in the Judgment of Charity to re- 
| gard ſuch as Brethren, to receive ſuch into our In- 
! timacy, and treat them as Friends and Companions, 
while we find nothing which may give Reaſon to 
judge that their Profeſſion has been inſincere. Nor 
| mult we think ourſelves abſolved from the Obliga- 
| tions of Friendſhip, even tho“ we diſcover various 
| Weakneſſes, and even frequent Failings in ſmaller 
{ Matters, ſo Jong as we can in Charity think our 
Companion ſincere in his Profeſſion ; on the con- 
trary, we ought to mind the apoſtolick Precept, 


2 1hef. v. 14. Comfort the Feeble minded, and ſupport = 
the Weak. | 
Tho' Society Meetings are really calculated for 


forming and improving the Endowments and Diſ- 


poſitions which become Chriſtians, yet we oft come 
to loſe the End, by miſapplying the Means ; and 
Breaches in Charity, Humility, Moderation, &c. are 
often complained of from theſe very Societies which 


are deſigned to cultivate and improve theſe Ex- 


cellencies. Tis therefore neceſſary to condeſcend 
in as particular a Manner as may be, on ſuch Rules 
as may moſt effectually prevent the Evils complained 
of, and may dire& to the uſeful and valuable Pur- 
poſes of ſuch Societies. This leads me, | | 
Secondly, To mention ſuch Rules as relate to the 
es 5 Exerciſe 
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_ Exerciſe of religious Comp nion in their Feilowſhip 


Meetings. — Every Society nas an undoubted Kignt 


to preſcribe Rules to their own Members: Au L 


would not be underſtood as precluding any oi that 


Privilege, by blaming, far leſs condemning thoſe 


who ſhould form to themſelves Rules different from 


thoſe I offer, or perhaps in ſome Inftances of lefs 4 


Moment, even contrary to them : But, whatever 
Rules are agreed on by the Society, L would adviſe, 
That a fair Copy of them ſhould be wrote out; 
That every Member ſhould promiie Obedience to 
them, or ſubſcribe them, as the Society ſha'l appoint; 
That they ſhould be read over in Meeting at ſlated 
Times, and upon the Admiſſion of every new Mem- 


ber: And that they ſhould ew er lie by the Meeting, 


to be referred to as Circumſtances require. — As I 


_ apprehend that the following Rules, if duly attended 
to, would prevent moſt of the Evils coinplained of 
or feared, and at the ſame Time help to attain the 
realPurpoſes of Society Meetings, I ſhail therefore give 
them in the Form, in which I would adviſe Mem- 
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bers to ſubſcribe, or promiſe Obedience to them; — 


only I ſhall add ſome Explications, to ſhow the Na- 
ture or Neceſſity of ſome of them. — I humbiy pro- 
poſe that the Regulations for Society Meetings might 


be ſtated as follows. my | | 
That the valuable and important Ends of re- 
„ ligious Fellowſhip may be more effectually 
obtained, we Under ſubſcribers having form- 
« ed ourſelves into a Society Meeting, do una - 


„ nimoufly oblige ourſelves to the ſtrict Obſer - 


« vation of the following Rules; and, thro' 
divine Grace, we reſolve on the Diſcharge 
of the following Duties. 


— . — — —— 


I. “ That 


og 
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p '® I. That we ſhall meet together, weekly, on ſuch 
I 


t' «& Days, and at ſuch Houſes, as the Society ſhall fix 
4 on, and ſhall not abſent ourſelves from theſe Meet- 
t I ings without neceſſary Cauſe, of which our Fellows 
2 _@# ſhall judge the Relevancy, and appoint the Cen- 
1 ſure,” ——— It has often happened, that after 
3 Perſons have formed themſelves into ſuch So- 
* & Ticties, without regarding their Attendance as 


1 


„ „Matter of Duty, that every one thinks every 
trivial Buſineſs which comes in his Way a ſuf- 


f ccient Reaſon for his Abſence ; and thus ſuch Socie- 
iies have in a little Time dwindled altogether away. 


Every Member ſhould therefore regard his Atten- 


* 


unleſs where Duties or Events of greater Importance, 


1 — 


this we are obliged, Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us confider 


ene another, to provoke unto Love, and to good Works, 


= the Manner of | ſome is, but eæhorting one another; and 
== /o much the more as ye ſee the Day approaching, 


*Z © manded, Tz. ili. 9.—Awvoid foolihh Queſtions and 


7 © Genealogies, and Contentions and Strivings about the _ 
aao; for they are unprofitable and wain,” We 


i 1 hall as required, 1 Tim. iv. 7. Refuſe profane and 
—— oldIWiwes Fables, and exerciſe ourſelves rather unto 
b » a : b 3 


Codlineſs. 


dance, not as a Matter of Indifference, but of Impor- 
tance and Conſcience, and not to be diſpenſed with, 
or at leaſt of more preſſing Neceſſity interveen. To 


not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 


II. “In our Meetings we ſhall carefully ſhun all 
= © idle and trifling Converſation : We ſhall, as com- 


e | 
III. «One of our Number ſhall always open the 


Meeting, by ſinging a Part of a Pſalm, reading a 
4 Portion of the Scriptures, and praying ; which 
* $2 Duties, aud others proper to the Meeting, we all 

„ G engage 
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engage to perform in our ſeveral Turns, without | 

ReluQance or Backwardneſs. “ 
IV. © In Prayer, every one ſhall be confined to 
the proper Work ; that is, not praying as if one 
was preaching, nor introducing unneceſſary, inju- 


rious or uncharitable Reflections on publick Mat. 


ters, or on the Conduct and Character of Perſons 
who are not of our Society; but we ſhall confine ; 
ourſelves to Invocation, Adoration, Confelion 4 ” 
Petition and Thankſgiving.” The . 


of this Rule will be attended with many dreadful 


Conſequences, condeſcended on under Rules 1 ich 
and 12th. 
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V.“ Beſides theſe Matters of Petition, which 3 im- 4 
mediately relate to ourſelves, whether as a bee, 5 
or as Singulars, we ſhall, thro' Grace, wreſtle with 
God for Days of refreſhing, and for reviving his 


own Work in the Midſt of the Years: We ſhall * 4 
endeavour to plead with God, that he would 


give his Miniſters a double Portion of his Spirit ; 


That he would ſtrengthen what he has wrought 7 
for any Corner of his Vineyard, or for any who 
have felt his convincing Power, and would make 
Converſion Work to become even univerſal ; and ĩ n 
we ſhall ſtudy to have in particular Remembrance — & 
the Intereſt of Religion in the Congregatiow 3" 
whereof we are Members, and the Earthen Ve. 


ſel among us to which the great and ſacred Trea- 
ſure is committed.“ J.. Ixii. 6, 7,-Ye that 


make Mention of the Lord, keep not 8 lence, and giwi 


him no Reft, till he eftabli 72 and till he make Jeruſalem FIN 


a Praiſe in the Earth. 


CC 


VI. © As Prayer and Praiſe are eſſential Parts of 
« the Exerciſe of religious Societies, we ſhall e 
"06 e 
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i fore take Care that the Time of our Meeting be 
d to Ms as equally divided betwixt theſe and Chriſtian Con- 
one s ference as may be, or ſo as that the one may not 
© preclude the other.“ „„ 
VII. “ The Perſon who firſt officiates in the a- 
bove- named Duties, ſhall, in opening our Confer- 
ence, aſk firſt, Whether any of our Members have 
any Queſtion to propoſe about which their Souls 
have been, or are ſpecially exerciſed ? Or if there 
be any Thing in the State of their Mind about 
which they want the Opinion or Advice of the 
Meeting ? If none offer, he ſhall next enquire, 
Whether any Thing has caſt up to any of the 
Members in the Courſe of their Experiences, or 
of God's Providence toward them, which may be 
either edifying, confirming or comforting, or which 
may afford Matter for Praiſe, or may require our 
mutual Sympathy in Prayer? If nothing of this 
Nature offer, he ſhall next enquire, If any of the 
Society have any Queſtion or Caſe to propoſe, a- 
bout which they defire to have the Judgment of 
+ © the Meeting ?”— After mentioning this Rule, 1 
+» think it neceſſary to add ſomewhat more particularly 
#7 relating to this Part of the Exerciſe of Society Meet- 


R . 


n ings. — A great many Miniſters and judicious Chriſ- 
ſ. 7 tans have declared themſelves againſt this Practice 
a. of communicating Experiences, as a Thing which 
at © tends to nouriſh ſpiritual Pride in ſome, tempts others 
ut to Hypocriſy and Affectation, diſcourages Chriſtians of 
m lleſſer Abilities and low Attainments, and in general 
leads to Enthufiaſm. — But I apprehend, that thoſe 
ff —_ Conſequences proceed rather from the Manner in 
which Experiences are communicated in ſome So- 


e dLieties, than from the PraQice itſelf ; For, 225 
. ) rs Io 


52 An Inquiry into the NATuRE, Ce. 


Some Experiences are in themſelves confirming Evi? 
dences of the Truth of Chriſtianity in general, and 
of practical Godlineſs in particular; ſuch as remark- = 
able Returns of Prayer, ſignal Deliverances from 
Temptations, Afflictions or Dangers of any Kind, 
ſpecial Benefits obtained in the Uſe of Ordinances, 8 
c. To communicate Experiences of theſe Kinds <q 
to our Chriſtian Intimates, muſt be allowed to bo 7 
highly reaſonable and proper, if we would not con- 
demn the Opinion and Practice of the inſpired | 
Pſalmiſt, who, P/al. Ixvi. 16. calls all who fear God 
to come and hear him declare what God had done 
for his Soul. Secondly, Some Experiences, eſpecially 
ſome which relate to his moſt inmoſt Exerciſes, are 

of ſuch a Kind as give him great Anxiety, yet leave 
him very much in the Dark what to think of them, 
or how to be exerciſed under them. Nay, there is 
no Doubt but ſometimes the moſt knowing and moſt 
experienced Chriſtians may be under Influences really 

enthuſiaſtick or delaſfive. \ Vide P/al. Ixxvii. 6,—10.) 
'To mention thoſe or like Secrets of one's Heart in 
open Meeting, is no Doubt highly imprudent, as what 
expoſes to the Cenſure of ſome, and to the Indiſcre- 
tion of others, who perhaps may make a very bad 
Uſe of what is communicated to them : Or, to re- 
quire every Member in their Turns, to communicate 
what they have felt or known of the ſame or like 
Nature, is certainly altogether unreaſonable, and 
does indeed introduce all the Evils apprehended or 
_ complained of: But if, inſtead of theſe irregular 
Ways, it be left to every one's ſelf to propoſe what- 
ever he wants the Opinion of the Society about as 
a poſſible Caſe, by aſking what Advice they would 


did in ſuch a Caſe, and at the ſame Time to leave 
it 
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Evi- it to the Members to ſpeak on the Subject, or be 
and FT filent as each inclines ; ſuch a Method would effec- 
ark- tually prevent all the Evils co:nplained of or feared. — 
rom To all this I muſt add, 4 ira, That if this Method 
ind, is not allowed, ſome of the moſt important Purpoſes 
ces, of religious Feilowſlip muſt be loſt. Can we com- 
inds fort the Feeble minded, and ſupport the Weak ? Can 
be we edify and provoke one another to Love and to 
on- TN good Works? Can we aſſiſt and ſtrengthen one ano- 
ired ther againſt the F ailings, Miſlakes and Errors we are 
Jod naturally liable to? Or can we encourage one ano- 
one ther in the Ways of Religion, and yet be utterly 
ally FX unacquainied with the State of each others Souls, 
are or denied the Privilege and Opportunity of ſuppoſing 
ve FX ſuch Caſes, and aſking fuch Queſtions as may give 
** ſome Inſinuation of the State of our Minds, or at 
leaſt may procure the Advice and Opinion of our 
= Brethren anent theſe ? | 2 Y 
VIII. « Theſe Queſtions about which any Mem- 
© bers of the Society have been or are exerciſed, 
or ſuch Queſtions as any Member defires theMeet- 
ing may give their Opinion or Advice in, ſhall be 
firſt taken under Conſideration : But if any Perſon 
ſhall under this Pretence, introduce any Queſtion, 
either trifling, or Matter of mere Curioſity, or en- 
gendering Strife, or of doubtful Diſputation, ſuch 
Queſtions ſhall be rejected, and the Perſon who 
propoſed ſuch ſhall be ſabje& to the Cenſure of 
the Meeting.” oa 
IX. © Tf no ſuch Queſtions (as theſe directed to) 
ſhall offer, or after they have been diſcuſſed, then 
the Perſon who laſt officiated in Worſhip, ſhall 
' propoſe ſome uſeful and edifying Queſtion re- 
© lating to the Subſtantials of Religion or 2 
i 3 6 tica 


— 
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c tical Godlineſs, to which all the Members preſent 
„ ſhall give ſuch Anſwers as occur to them in their 
„ ſeveral Turns; and this with all poſſible Brevity 
and Diſtinineſs, without repeating what others 
have ſaid, but afſenting to it, or adding to it, or 
objecting againſt it in the Spirit of Meekneſs.“ — 
What is directed to in this Rule ſeems to be the 
moſt proper Exerciſe during the Intervals of Wor- 
ſhip, where the Members are well acquainted with 
the Traths and Principles of Chriſtianity : But, as one 
great Purpoſe of Society Meetings is Improvement 
in Knowledge, I therefore adviſe, That where the 
Members have not attained to a clear and diſtinct 
Knowledge of the Doctrines of our holy Faith, that 
at leaſt ſome Share of the Time propoſed for Con- 
verſation ſhould be employed in order to attain this 
important Purpoſe: And, for this End, I propoſe, 
'That every Meeting ſhould be provided with Mr, 
Vincent's or Mr. Williſon's Explications of the Shorter 
Catechiſm ; That one of the Members ſhoukd aſk one 
of the explicatory Queſtions, but without reading 
the Anſwer in the Book, until all the Members have 
given ſuch Anſwers as occur to them, then read the 
Anſwer in the Book, and compare it with the An. 
ſwers given by the Members ; and thus in courle, 
one aſking while all the reſt of the Society give 
their Opinions. This Method I have in frequent 
Inſtances known ſurprizingly effectual in promoting 
Knowledge; it is even more beneficial than if every 
Member ſhould in private get the whole Book by 
Heart; for, tho' by this Method they have not theſe 
Queſtions and Anſwers by Rote, yet by it they come 
to underſtand them more clearly, to retain om bet- a” 
ter, and to be more affected by them. 3 
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X. No Queſtion ſhall in any Caſe be admitted as 
nt WW a Topick of our Converſation, which implies in it 
cc a daring or overcurious Prying into the Myſteries 
ce of Revelation, ſuch as the Doctrines of the Trinity, 
rs of the Incarnation of our Lord, the Decrees of 
or God, Cc. or theſe Paſſages of Scripture which are 
— © © more myſterious and hard to be underſtood, know - 
he IF © ing that 20 Prophecy of the Scriptures is of private 

Interpretation, 2 Pet. i. 20. And that in the Scrip- 
it © tures there are /ome Things hard to be underſtood, 
” © which they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſl— 
= © unto their own Deſirudtion, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
= XI. © We ſhall with the utmoſt Care keep at a 
act ; « Diſtance from every Subject of Converſation, which. 
© © is Matter of doubtful Diſputation, about which 
n- © the Scriptures are not expreſs, or about which 
his ©& Minifters and Chriſtians in all Ages have differed ; 
ſe, in a Word, all Matters of Controverſy, whether 
Ar. the Controverſies of the Day or of paſt Ages, 
ter © however publick they be, or however important 
ne WE © they may ſeem ; leſt ſeverving from Charity, we 
ing © turn afide unto vain Fanglings, defiring to be Teach- 
ve © ers of the Law, yet underſtanding neither what we 
the © /ay, nor whereof we affirm, 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. 5 
XII. We ſhall in like Manner carefully ſhun all 
rle, 7 © Converſation on ſuch Matters, as the Members of 
ive the Society have no immediate Concern with. 
ent duch as, the publick Adminiſtration in Church and 
ing State, the Conduct and Practice of Miniſters, whe- 
ery tber in their publick or private Capacities, the 
by WER Character and Behaviour of Perſons whatſoever, 
eſe who are not Members of our Meeting, and in ge- 
"me BREE neral, every Thing which may produce Heat and 
det - Uſputing, or may prevent the real Purpoſes of our 
—_ Ss „Meeting. 
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« Meeting.— The two laſt named Rules will per- 1 Nut 
haps be thought by ſome, to be by far too rigid. But EL: onve 
it muſt be obſerved, that the Neglect of theſe Roles of per 
has in Reality occaſioned all the Evils which have Wovir 


been complained of from Society Meetings, and will En th: 


readily produce all the Ills that are feared from them; 3 te 80 
and this the rather, that theſe above named Subjects fers d 
of Converſation, by being the common Topicks in 59 


promiſcuous Companies, do more readily become 1 ” & 
the Subjects of Debate in Society Meetings. But oſs, 
wherever they find Admittance, they never fail of in- epa 


i 1 
troducing troubleſome, yea ruinſome Conſequences. het 


They divert from the proper Exerciſe of ſuch Meet- ound 
ings; blind Zea), Contention and Wrath, conſtantly ener 
attend them, and at once ſubvert the Purpoſes of Fel- beret 
Jowſhip-Mectings, and even render them Seminaries | ox and 8 
of Diſcord and Schiſm in the Country where they 
refide. Notwithſtanding all this, I am ſeniible ſome el; 
Objections will be made againſt theſe Regulations, 
and ſomething plauſible will perhaps be offered, ii hods 
not to over- rule, at leaſt to elide them. As 1/7, 
Some perhaps will aſk, Are there not ſome Contro- me 
verſies important and intereſting in themſelves, or N 
which appear ſo to a ſerious Chriſtian, as lays him 
under a Neceſſity in point of Conſcience to be fatisfi- 
ed in theſe Matters? And to whom fan he ſo pro- 
perly apply, as to his religious Intimates ? But ! 1 2 
would have the Objedor to obſerve, that if our 
Doubts and Difficulties relate to the Eſſentials of Re- 
ligion, on which our Faith and Pradtice muſt turn, FR 
we have the Scriptures, we have our Standards, and 
we have our Miniſters to whom we may apply, and 
from whom we may reaſonably expect a ſolid and 
ſatisfying Solution; but to carry ſuch Diſputes among Wi | 
k N | a 8 
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„ Number of unlearned Men who have never been 


t Lonverſant in Controverſies, is an infallible Method 
s ol perplexing them and ourſelves, and inſtead of re- 
e Moving one Doubt, will rather raiſe a thouſand, If 
bn the other Hand, it is a Controverſy about which 
= the Scriptures are not expreſs, and in which Mini- 
fers differ in their Opinion, the Danger of canvaſ- 
g ſuch in our Meetings appears ſtill to be the great- 
e : Tobe ſilent on ſuch dubious Matters cannot be 
it Foſs, to broach them in our Societies may prove 
Preparable Ruin. 2dly, Some will probably aſk, 
y hether are not Members of Fellowſhip Meetings 
pound to take all poſſible Methods, for obtaining 4 
eneral Reformation of Manners ? And muſt it not 
berefore be proper for them, to ſearch out Iniquity, 
nd conſult together on the proper Methods for put- 
ing a Stop to it? To this I anſwer, that no doubt, 
I, very Chriſtian is bound to make Reformation of 
Manners his Endeavour, and to take all proper Me- 
Wthods for that noble Purpoſe. But for a Society 
Meeting to ſet up for Cenſors on the Conduct and 
Manners of Perſons, who are not Members of the 
Society, is both dangerous in itſelf, and inconſiſtent 
with the Intent of their Fellowſhip. Their Endea- 
vours after pablick Reformation muſt be confined to 
heir Prayers and good Example; whatever Influ- 
Fence or Opportunity any particular Member may 
Wave in his private Capacity for reclaiming particular 
Pffenders, that they are bound to uſe with all poſſi- 
„ie Leal and Activity; but that they ought by no 
1 Fears to bring the Caſe, their Views, their Endea- 
1 Fours, or even their Succeſs this Way to be canvaſſed 
1 5 In their Meetings. If otherways, the Re formation 
; 
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on which their own perſonal Improvement in Grace 
and Virtue depends, and will at the ſame Time ren- 
der the whole Fraternity contemptible and odious to 
all around them, What 1s here ſaid, can no ways 
be conſidered as condemning theſe Societies which 
_ conſiſt of Perſons duly qualified and authoriſed, for 
attempting a Reformation of Manners ; becauſe this 
ſort of Societies differ widely in the Deſign, and 
therefore in the Manner of their Aſſociations, from 
theſe I ſpeak to. 34ly, Some will perhaps object, 
that ſome of theſe Subjects repreſented as unſuitable, 
and to be prohibited as Matters of Converſation in 
religious Societies, may in ſome Caſes become Mat- 


ters of Conſcience. May not ſuch Steps ( ſay they ) 
be taken by Church Judicatories, as are Matters of 


Humiliation before God ? May not a Perſon be 
under Miſtakes, and need Reformation in ſuch Caſes ? 
And to whom can he more properly apply in ſuch 
Events, than to his religious Intimates ? I anſwer, 


that as we have many and more effectual Means of 


_ procuring Information in theſe Matters, it muſt be 
both improper and dangerous, to bring the Condu& 
of Judicatories before a Society Meeting. What- 
ever our own private Opinions be of theſe Matters, 
it is quite inconſiſtent with the Nature andPurpoſes of 
religious Fellowſhip, to bring our Mother Church to 
the Bar, and preſume to cenſure the Conduct of a 
Body of Men, of whoſe Grace and Prudence we 
ought to think at leaſt with Charity and Modeſty. 
And the Danger 1s evident, when Perſons come to 
make their own Judgment the Standard, to which 
the whole Church muſt conform, or be cenſured as 
Enemies to God, ſeparated from as unclean ; it is 
impoſſible to know to what Extremities they muſt 

= carry 
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% carry Things. When Zeal is not regulated by 


Knowledge, Error, Schiſm, unchriſtian Reſentments, 


and all the dreadful Plagues of Society ſoon creep in 
under that ſpecious Veil. — In fact, we have too 
many Inſtances which our own Memories can re- 
cord, where private Societies by miſtaking or miſ- 


13 conſtructing the Proceedings of Judicatories, have 


L wofully injured the Intereſts of Religion, and broken 


the Peace of Congregations. The only Part there- 


S : fore which ſuch Societies as we ſpeak of ought to 
act with Regard to publick Matters, is that of Prayer 


2 to God, for the ſpecial Direction of his holy Spirit 
to thoſe who have the Adminiſtration in their Hands. 
If more is admitted, it is to be feared the Deſign of 
= their Meetings will be loſt, and ſuch a Society even 


prove a Curſe to the Place where they live. — A 


= 4th Objection will probably be made againſt theſe 
FE: Rules, vis. That Miniſters may act ſuch a Part, as 


may render our Communion with them unwarran- 
table, and that in ſuch a Caſe we ought to apply to 


our chriſtian Brethren for Advice. To this I anſwer, 
that this Way of doing, is a moſt effectual Tool in 
Satan's Hand, for cooling that Affection we ought to 
bear to thoſe who labour in Word and Doctrine 
among us, but is abſolutely contrary to the Method 
the Scripture directs to in ſuch Caſes, Matt. xviii. 


is, 16, 17. IF our Brother offend us, (far more re- 


quiſite if it is our Miniſter ) fir? tell it between him 
and thee, If he ſatisfies us about what we blamed or 
ſuſpected in his Conduct, what a dreadful Iniquity do 
we eſcape, Which we muſt have committed, had we 
communicated our Reflections to any Perſon, or So- 


ciety Whatever ? Or if our modeſt Repreſentation 


makes him act another, and a better Part, what a 
| 5 | | noble 


1 
; 
| 


1 
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noble End have we gained without giving that Of.“ C 
fence which muſt attend the communicating our © a 
Complaint to others? If this has not the wiſhed for | <* 4 
Effect, we are next commanded to take one or two ſi 
with us before whom we are to make our Complaint. | * b 
If we ſtill fail of Succeſs, we are then, and not till! 
then, to tell it to the Elders of the Church, ( viz, E 
the Preſbytery, ) and if that Authority does not pre 
ail with him, Let him then be unto us as a Heathen- 7 
man, and a Publican.— On the whole, we can be at 
no Loſs by abſtaining from ſuch dangerous or crimi- 
nal Topicks of Converſation. Chriſtianity is an in- 

exhauſtible Fund, and aþounds in the moſt agreeable 
and edifying Subjects; the Study of the Scriptures 
will ever afford us both new and uſeful Matter off 
Conference. As a Specimen of the many noble 
Queſtions the ſacred Oracles ſuggeſt, and as a Help 

to ſuch Societies when but forming, or when the 
Members cannot afford Variety for themſelves, I 
ſhall ſubjoin as an Appendix to this Diſcourſe, ſome 
Queſtions from Scripture Texts, which I take to be 
proper Subjects for the Converſation in Society 


a.” ene ae So wh ws. a Nd 9 mon 


Meetings. 1 5 EY | 1 
XIII. If any Queſtion or Caſe be propoſed i 

% about which the Society differ in their Sentiments, E 
é ar in which they cannot reſolve themſelves ; the 1 

« Meeting ſhall in ſuch a Caſe, appoint one of their | 


Number, or more as they ſee fit, who ſhall aſk the 
Opinion of the Miniſter of the Pariſh. This, not 
© only becauſe a ſatisfying Anſwer may reaſonably 
„be expected from ſuch ; but alſo, as an acknow- 
* ledging of ſuch as are over us in the Lord, and ad- 
& moniſh us, 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. to 
XIV. Every Member ſhall both in Prayer and 
TE: DRY Conference, 
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Conference, ſtudy all Clearnels, Plainneſs, Brevity 
and Scripture-ſtile, as far as can be attained by us: 


„ And ſhall carefully evite every Word or Expreſ- 
« fjon, which we do not underſtand, even tho” ſuck 
« be ſcriptural. 


«c 


6 


XV. No doubt, there may be Eſcapes in the 


„ Expreſſions of Members both in Prayer and in 


Conference ; we ſhall therefore beware of judg- 
ing raſhly, or cenſuring each other haſtily. But 
if any Member ſhall uſe Expreſhons which are 
either unintelligible, or ſavouring of Error, or 


* ſach as any of the Meeting ſcruple to join in,. he 


ſhall then be aſked to explain ſuch, or in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs deſired to forbear ſuch. 

XVI. We ſhall carefully ſhun every Thing fa- 
vouring of Oſtentation or vain Glory, not dimi- 


niſhing others, nor magnifying ourſelves, not aſ- 
* ſuming any Superiority to ourſelves, whatever our 


Station or Abilities are, not ſpeaking in a poſitive 
and dictatorial Manner, nor undervaluing what 
is ſaid by others. That no Man think of himſelf 
more highly than he ought to think, but think ſoberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every Man the Mea- 
fare of Faith, Rom. xii. 3. That nothing be done 
through Strife or vain Glory, but in Lowlineſs of 
Mind, tet each eſtee m others better FAR themſelves, 
Phil. ii. 

XVII.“ In reaſoning upon any Subject which 
caſts up in our Conferences, we ſhall each of us 
with Care and Watchſulneſs endeavour to repreſs 
the Vehemence and Impetuoſity of his own Spirit, 
that tho' like Eliha, Job xxxii. 18. full of Matter, 
and the Spirit within us conſtraining us, yet ſhall 


We not preſume to interrupt others when ſpeaking, 


or 
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« or to ſpeak but in our due Courſe, that all Thing 
« may be done decentiy and in Order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
XVIII. We ſhall in like Manner in all our 
% Reaſonings, guard with the utmoſt Caution againſt 
Heat, Anger or Contention, and every Expreſſion, 
which either ſayoyrs of theſe or leads to them. 
« We ſhall carefully avoid Stiffneſs or Poſitiveneſs in 
* our own Opinions, and ſharp or virulent Expreſſi- 
« ons, or Reflections on the Sentiments of others 
„Who differ from us. We ſhall on the contrary 
* endeavour as commanded, Jam. i. 18, 19. Be 
« ſwift to hear, and ſlow to ſpeak, and flow to Wrath, 
for the WW all Y Man worketh not the Righteoujue 
« of God, 
> 40> G6 If at any Time Heats or Paſſions be like 
« toariſe among the Members, whatever be the Sub- 
«« ject of Debate, then he who laſt officiated in Wor- 
* ſhip ſhall interpoſe, by defiring him whoſe turn it 
« js, to pray. And this ſhall be looked on by all 
parties as a dropping of the Queſtion, at leaſt, for 
* that Meeting; for after Prayer, it ſhall not be al- 
% Jowable to reſume the Diſpute. 
XX. We all reſolve, thro' Grace, to ſtudy a 
« Converſation in all Things becoming the Goſpel, 
« and we firmly reſolve, that no Perſon of a ſcanda- 
4 Jous Character, or of a lewd and diſorderly De- 
«« portment, or of vicious Principles, or immoral 
Practices, ſhall be admitted as a Member of our 
Society, whatever his Station be, whatever his Pro- 
feſſion, or how bt ſoever his Parts be, 2 
. 
XXI. © In like Manner we firmly reſolve to ſhun 
all diviſive and ſchiſmatick Courſes, and every 
Thing tending to theſe, and ſhall in no Caſe abett 
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4 or encourage theſe, or the Perſons who adhere to 
*“ them, nor ſhall we admit ſuch into Societies with 
5 % us.— Some People will perhaps think this Rule 
hard. or even uncharitable and Cruel. But I would 
: have theſe Perſons to obſerve, That when People 
have ſeparated themſelves from e Communion of 
the Church, purely on Account of ſome controverted 
Articles, it will be difficult, not to ſay impoſſible, to 
keep them from introducing theſe Points as Topicks 
Jof Converſation in their Society Meetings. What 
Heats, Contentions, and terrible Conſequences my 
5 ariſe from this, is too plain to need repeating. And 
24, That a Diverſity of Opinions among the Mem- 
6 bers of the Society, natively introduces different, yea, 
inconſiſtent Petitions in Prayer, a Conſequence dread- 
4 Fully ſhocking as well as hurtful. I actually knew a 
ellowſhip Meeting, one of whoſe Members of late 
8 Y as a Seceder, while the other Members in Prayer 
9 a God for any Meaſures of Grace and divine 
$4 E fluences diſplayed in ſome Corners of his Vineyard; 
nd prayed that the good Work might be eſtabliſhed, 
pn might ſpread univerſally ; he on the contrary 
nmourned that God had given up the Church of Scot- 
9 "= to a Spirit of Deluſion, and prayed that God 
ould put a Stop to the Work, as being of ſatanical 
Influence. Other Inſtances of the ſame kind I have 
5 geard of; but as I believe moſt Peoples Experience 
v4 frords melancholly Inſtances of the ſhocking Conſe- 
Auences proceeding from a Diverſity of Principles 
* Ind Views among the Members of the ſame Society, 
ib is ſaid will be ſufficient to ſhow the Neceſlity 
of 5 Rule, however harſh or uncharitable it may 
2% View appear to be. 
| Xx11, 1 If any of our Number be emerge . 
Fault 


lu — — 
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* 
* 
. 


%% Fault groſly ſcandalous, ſuch Perſons ſhall not pre- "8 But 
© ſume to claim their Seat in our Meeting; and the BW Ten 
Society ſhall formally declare ſuch a Perſon to be clain 


* no more a Member. If the Fault is not groſly of th 


* ſcandelous, yet tych as gives Offence, and may co be 
« cauſe our W „ evil [poken of, then we ſhall Cen 
« endeavour, as thoſe who are ſpiritual, 70 reſtor: . 1½, | 


Ut ſuch an One in the Spit i , Meckneſs, confidering 11 nqu 
& our ſelves left abe alſo be tempted, Gal. vi. 1. of tl 
XXIII. . For this Purpoſe, the Meeting ſhall I ſecret 
4 firſt appoint one of their Number privately to ad- fatal 
* moniſh the offending Brother : If this has not the Weal 
* defired Effect, if he takes not with the Admoni- | Whe 
tion, or continues in his offenſive Practice, the to lik 
Society ſhall next appoint one of their Number Inſtar 
* to rebuke him in Preſence of the Meeting, and if ſtance 
he acquieſces not in the Cenſure of the Society, WF quiric 
let him then be expelled, as one who is deſtitute MF Char: 
Hof a quiet and meek Spirit. — In all that relates he no 
to Cenſures and Admonition, much is to be left to our C 
the Judgment and Diſcretion of Societies. It is other. 


* 


LES 


evident that mutual Admonition is one great and Senſe 
valuable End of religious Intimacies ; bur it is as 
certain, that many groſs Abuſes have crept into So- at the 
Ciety under that ſpecious Pretext. Under this Pre- Perſor 
| tence ſome curiouſly pry into their Neighbours Fail. that I. 
Ings, or maliciouſly entertain ſecret Slanders and ca-. Frienc 
lumnious Whiſpers ; and by ſuch methods they both his Fa 
vex and affront their Brethren ; directly oppoſite to Failin 
the great Rule of Charity which thinketh no evil, ani ¶ Iniqui 
evvereth a Multitude of Sins. A true Friend chooſeth under 
to draw a Veil over the Failings of his Companions : 49, 
He would even wiſh theſe to be unknown to himſelf, JM neſs a 
as well as concealed from the Eyes of the Wor an affe 


W. 
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= But when he knows them, he firſt endeavours with 
Tenderneſs and Love to admoniſh, in order to re- 
claim him; and if his own Influence fails, then that 
of the Society, as of a number of intimate Friends, is 
co be interpoſed. But ſtill their Proceedings and 
Cenſures ſhould be like theſe of Brethren ; That is, 
1%, Preceded by an impartial, or rather, a friendly 
Inquiry, into the Nature, Manner and Circumſtances 
of the Fault: Whether it be an open Scandal or a 
WE ſecret Folly ? Whether atrocious in its Nature, and 
fatal in its Conſequences ? Whether committed thro” 
BE Weakneſs, or Heat of Paſſion, or if done deliberately ? 
i- Whether the Perſon be habitually ſabje& to that or 
he to like Failings; or if the Fault be only in a ſingle 
er Inſtance ; and whether there be not ſome Circum- 
if ſtancee which diminiſh the Offence ? To theſe In- 
ty, quiries we ought to add, 24, An Inquiry into the 
Chharacter the Perſon formerly bore, and the Senſe 
tes he now has of his Fault. If he is indeed contrite, 
to Gur Cenſure is to be turned into Conſolation ; if 
is TY otherways, we are to endeavour to bring him to a 
nd Senſe of his Error by Reaſon and Argument. In all 

; as this, 34/y, We mult take Care, that our Reſentment 
So- at the Fault, does not introduce a Diſlike to the 
re- Perſon, but that on the contrary, we till maintain 
ail. that Love and Charity which is eſſential to chriſtian 
ca- Friendſhip, which diftinguiſhes betwixt a Perſon and 
oth his Faults; and which inſtead of rejoicing in the 
to Failings of our Neighbour, makes us mourn for his 
2 laiquities as for our own, and pity, and pray for him 
ſeth under his Infirmities. Minds thus diſpoſed will, 
ns: 4, Admoniſh and reprove in the Spirit of Meek- 
ſelf, neſs and Charity, not with an haughty Air, nor with | 
rid. Wy an aftefted Superiority ; not with ſharp and angry 
55 „„ 
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Words, railing, or reviling, which commonly make 


the Offender hate the Reproof, and him that gives it, 
and inſtead of reproving Offences, produces Bitter- 
neſs and Strife, but with friendly Sympathy, and with 
Words intimating that Love, which ought to be at 
once the Motive and Director of every Admoni- 
tion. — 57hly, In all Cenſures, we muſt have a tender | 
Regard. to the Credit, and Character of our Brother. 
While we heal a Wound, we muſt take Care that 
we leave not a Scar. And while we endeavour to 
turn our Brother from his Follies, we muſt alſo be- 
ware that we leave not a Stain on his Character, if 


it can poſſibly be prevented. 


XXIV. © For encouraging ſach brotherly Cen- 
«* ſures and Admonitions, we all reſolve and promiſe 32 
thro' Grace, to ſubmit ourſelves in Love, and in . 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, to the Judgment, Advice, B 
and Cenſure of the Society, in all Things pertain- WE 
ing thereto, P/a/. cxli. 5. Let the Righteous [mite Mt 
* me, it ſhall be a Kinaneſs, and let him reprove me, 
dit /hall be an excellent Oz which ſpall not breas 0 


cc 
«c 
3 


cc 


46 


my Head. 


XXV. We ourſelves hereby do, and all who 


may hereafter join us, ſhall come under the ſtrongeſt 
Engagements and Promiſes, that we ſhall not in 


Top which may any Way be to the Prejudice of the 
| unleſs it be by the Apointment of the Meeting, or 


— 


condeſcend on Perſons, or their particular Opini- 


ons. Whoever ranſgreſſet this Rule, ſhall = I 
e the 


any Caſe, directly or indirectly, divulge any Thing 


Society, or any of the Members of it; nay, that i | 
we {hall not even mention theſe Things which are 
uſeful or agreeable, as coming from the Meeting, | 


with their Allowance ; nor ſhall we even then, | 


F 
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the firſt Fault be ſharply rebuked, by one ap- 
pointed by the Meeting for this Purpoſe, and in 
6. Caſe of a ſecond Fault, ſhall be Saen our 
„ Society, 
= XXVI. «© No Perſon ſhall be urged to join our 
| Meeting, nor ſhall any Perion be invited, without 
the unanimous Conſent of all the Members. And 
at the Admiſſion of every Member, the Rules f 
the Society ſhall be read to them, to which they 
ſhall promiſe Obedience, or ſhall ſubſcribe Ns. 
as the Society ſhall appoint. 
XXVII. Any Perſons who incline to join our 
Meeting, ſhall firſt deſire one of our Number to 
propoſe this to the Society, where after due De- 
liberation, the Queſtion ſhall be put to the Vote, 
and the Majority of Voices ſhall determine, if, or 
not, the Perſon ſhall be admitted. No Perſon 
ſhall preſume to bring any One along with him, 
until after the Mind of the Society is thus Known. 
XX VIII. © But that chriſtian Fellowſhip may be 
more acceſſible, and our Society more generally 
uſeful, if any Perſon deſire to join with us who is 
otherways qualified, but baſhful, and loath to ſpeak 
or pray before Company through over Modelty, 
the Society ſhall as they ſee proper, allow ſuch an 
one to be preſent for five, at moſt ſix Times of 
Meeting, without deſiring him to ofiiciate, yet ſo, 
as he ſhall be bound to all the other Rules of the 
Sotiet 7. 
XXIX. IIHF any Differenge or Quarrel ſhall at 
any Time ariſe betwixt any of our Members, we 
ſhall take the moſt prudent, and moſt ef ectual 
Methods we can in order to reconcile them, by 
a ecquiring into the Grouncs of their Diſpute, 
"Mp | hearing 
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0 hearing the Parties, and givin ſuch Advice an 
Admonition, as may remove the Difference, ang 
e reconcile the Parties to each other; according tl 
«« the Apoſtle's Command, 1 Cor. vi. 1—8. 
XXX. If any of the contending Parties ſhall 
« refuſe to be reconciled to his Brother, if he diſco. 
vers any ill Will to him, or be known to entertain 
Anger, Malice, Spite, or Sentiments of Revenge 
5 againſt any Perſon whatever, ſuch an One ſhall be 
< look'd on as a Spot in our Feaſts of Charity, and 
* ſhall not be allowed to join with us, until he ac- 


20 > CRT his Fault, and ſhow that he is come . ; 


a better Temper of Mind. 
XXXI. & We ſhall take all poſſible Care to pre- 


vent Diſorder and Confuſion, and every evil Thing! | 


„which may occaſion theſe; and leſt a too great 


Number of Members ſhould introduce theſe, if ou: | 


Society grow numerous, we ſhall, as Circumſtances 


«ac 


_ 


Choices of all the Members, or we ſhall divide the 


* Bounds in which our Members reſide, and claſs ä 


cc 


theſe together who live in neareſt Neighbourhood. 


Alf but two or three are met together, they have 


the Promiſe of our Lord's Preſence and Bleſſing, and 
perhaps ſuch Companions do enjoy each other in the 

moſt intimate wl particular Manner when their 
Number is ſmall ; Five has been generally thought 


a convenient Number for maintaining or animating 


a Converſation, and I ſhould think Ten the molt 
that a F elovip Meeting ſhould conſiſt of. 
| | XXXII. 


require, form our ſelves into two ſeparate Societies, 
by common Conſent. And to prevent any Diſ- 
putes which may ariſe in doing this, we ſhall either 
„allow the Members at whoſe Houſes the reſpective 
„ Societies are to meet, to make their alternate 
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dvice an XXXII. © Our dividing our Meeting ſhall make 
rence, an. no Alteration in our religious Friendſhips ; we 
ording “ we ſhall thro' Grace, endeavour to retain the 
3. („„ ſame Affection and Sympathy, and to diſcharge 
ties ſhalf “ the ſame brotherly Duties to each other as ever. 
he diſco “ And as a Help to this, we ſhall keep a regular 
entertain Correſpondence with each other, and with any 
Revenge other Society Meeting in our Neighbourhood, if they 
e ſhall be ſhall agree to it) by appointing one or two of our 
rity, ande Number to join theſe Meetings by Turns, that 
| he ac. thus, knowing each others Condition, we may 
come to ſympathize with, and pray for one another. And 
. that if any Thing occur, in which the Advice, or 
to pre- Conſent of the ſeveral Societies is requiſite, or any 
il Thing!“ Thing which may prove edifying or inſtruQting, 
50 great it may be communicated to each Society by ſuch 
ſe, if ou Correſpondents. 5 VVL 
mſtances 5 XXXIII. © With the Conſent of theſe other Meet- 
ocieties, “ ings with whom Correſpondence is kept, general 
ny Diſ- Meetings may be appointed as Circumſtances re- 
ll either“ quire,and by theſe, Days may be ſet apart for Prayer 
ſpeftive and Faſting, but theſe only for the Members of 
lternate [© the ſeveral Societies, and that only, when ſome 
vide the peculiar Providences require it.” © 
nd claſs XXXIV. If any Chriſtians in our Neighbour- 
urhood. “ bood incling#o form themſelves into a Fellowſhip 
| = 6c * EE ny | R 
y have {© Meeting, and defire our Advice or Aſſiſtance; or, 
ng, and if any Societies of the younger Sort, whoſe Youth, 
r in the or Want of Knowledge and Experience expoſes 
n their them to the Danger of Miſmanagements, be near 
hought us, we ſhall chearfully give them all the Help we 
mating can, by appointing one or more of our Number 
e moſt to join them, keeping Correſpondence with them, 
| or otherwiſe aiding them, as Providence gives 
XXII. Opportunity or Abiliy.“ 8 XXXV. 
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XXXVI. * II, upon a Sabbath Day, the Con. I 8 


known only to our Father in Heaven. Ne 
XXXVIII. © That our Rules may more effec Ca 


| ſhail be allowed Copies of them, if they deſire it. 


Society; ſhould pronounce Cenſures; ſhould in- 
terpoſe to prevent too much Speaking or Repett- 
tions, and to repreſs Heat ox Paſſion in any of the 
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XXXV. « Tho! tis highly proper, that Women, . 
as well as Men, ſhould form themſelves into ſuc. M. 
religious Engagements ; ; yet Decency, Order, ani. 2. 
the Diſproportion betwixt the ſtronger and weaker WS 
Veſſels, make us reſolve, that our n ſhall 
in no Caſe be promiſcuous.” | 


gregation is vacant, ſuch Members as are not fronf 


Home at publick Worſhip ſhall meet . fol 125 
ſpiritual Exerciſes; and this beſides the uud 3 


Meetings on 'cek Days.” = .- 
XXXVII. We ſhall attend the Meetings of ou © 
Society in the moſt cautious and leaſt noiſy Way 


poſſible. We ſhall ſhun all Oſtentation in coming = 
to them, or going from them; and ſhall not boat io 
of our Fellow ſhip and Profeſſion, that thus ow 5 
Meetings may reſemble the Exerciſes of the Cloiet 


tually take Place, we ſhall cauſe them to be rea 5s 
over in our Meeting once each Month (at leaf _ 


once each Quarter) as alſo at every Time when 
any Member is admitted. And every Member 


XXXIX. © For this Purpoſe allo tis judged pro 
per, that the Perſon who laſt officiated in Worſhip, 
ſhould preſide in our Converſation in the Intervals; 
that is, That he ſhould flate the Queſtions pro- 
poſed ; ſhould ſum up the Sentiments of the Meet- 
ing upon any Subject, after every one has given 
his Opinion of it ; ſhould call the Votes of the 


„Members; ly pi 
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„ Members; ſhould aſk Queſtions from ſuch Books 
as the Society chuſes, and after the Members have 
given their Opinions, ſhould compare them with 
the Anſwers in the Book; and, in a Word, ſhould 
act in the Name, and as the Mouth of the whole 
Society, in all Matters which may caſt up during _ 
dbe Intervals foreſaid. In all theſe Things he 
ſpall be ſubmitted to by all the Members in the 
FF Spirit of Meekneſs; but this his Office ſhall ſubſiſt 
no longer than until another has prayed, who ſhall 
then officiate as above directed, | 
= AL. Finally, © We having formed ourſelves into a 
Society for Prayer and ſpiritual Conference, and 
zii having unanimouſly agreed upon the above Rules, 
BY we do, thro' divine Grace, promiſe and reſolve to 
= obey them, and ſubje& ourſelves to them in all 
Points, and oblige ourſelves, that we ſhall in no 
Caſe infringe them, or diſpenſe with any one of 
them, ante. the whole of our Members, and the 
lead Societies with which we correſpond, and the Mini- 
1 ſter of the Pariſh in which we reſide, ſhall adviſe 
ember or conſent thereto,” —— This Rule will perhaps 
ce it, pear too rigid at firſt View, but it muſt be con- 
J pro. ered, that if Societies do not pay a ſtrict Re- 
"ſhip ard to their Rules, it will be impoſſible to pre- 
{Went the bad Conſequences complain'd of or fear'd, 
nd as impoſſible to procure the valuable Purpoſes 
tended by them. And if this Rule is not regard- 
d, Societies will ſoon make Havock of all their 
degulations; and the diſpenſing with one Rule will 
e a Precedent for diſpenſing with any or all 
f them. „%%% a gs 
ee Thus I have laid down the Rules by which I hum- 
ben ly propoſe religious Companions ſhould act in their 
wer | : Fellowſhip _ 


rvals; ; 
3 pro- 
Meet- 
given 
of the 
11d in- 
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Fellowſhip Meetings. Tis probable that many Per- Soci 
ſons of Knowledge and Experience will think ſome WM our 
of theſe Rules unneceſſary or even trifling: And, in- pity 
deed 'tis true, that ſome of them will be of very us in 
little Uſe to Societies of long Standing, or whoſe WWF the f 
Members have attained to real Prudence; but, i | have 
muſt be remembred, I write this for the Benefit of that 
Perſons who have not attained ſo much, and of thole 8M Conf 
who are but forming themſelves into ſuch Societies; Bf temp 
and for ſuch, I am perſuaded, they will all appear BF eaſed 
© reaſonable, if not neceffar xf. W Gout 
| But the Support of religious Societies does not de. Sickr 
pend on the Character of the Members, and ther and a 
Conduct in their Meetings only; 'tis further re. feren' 
quiſite, that they act ſuch a Part to each other I Quar 
civil Life, as may cement their Friendſhips, and may Conte 
Increaſe their mutual good Will to each other. Thi of Ch 
leads me to the rd Thing I propoſed, viz. Poſiti) 
III. To offer ſome Advices to Members of reli others 
gious Societies, relating to their Conduct towards cacti ſubjec 
Other in the Commerce of the World. DE to Inf 
As Fellowſhip of this Kind ought to be founded this cz 
on Eſteem and Affection, as theſe Engagements im. pecia] 
Ply the moſt ſacred Intimacies, ſo the moſt ſincere ¶ other 
and thorough Friendſhip is neceſſary to ſu ppor and E 
them. And therefore, „ 5 now en 
I. Members of religious Societies ought, as Bre. Infirm 
thren, to bear with one anothers Infirmities and fre: ¶ them: 
quent Failings. When we examine our own Hearts, this to 
alas! what a vaſt Number of Wrongs and Wants, on 
appear? We may fay in the Stile of the P/a/m/, corre 
Innumerable Ewils compaſs me about, Pſal. xl. 12. And Bdence 
if each of theſe be ſuſtained by our Friends 2 4 , 
ult b. 


Grounds of Averſion and Diſregard, Friendſhip, na 
N HGeiocien 


earls, 
V ants 
Imi, 
Andi 
ds 4s 
j, na} 
Jciety 
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Society itſelf muſt ſoon end. If we are conſcious of 
our own Failings, we wiſh that our Friends would 
pity us, would draw a Veil over our Faults, and aid 
us in correcting them: And ſhould we not judge in 
the ſame Manner with regard to others, as we would 
have them do in our Behalf? We ought to remember 
that the Spirits of different Men are like their bodily 

Conſtitutions, ſubject to different Maladies and Dif- 
tempers. Should we then ſuppoſe a Number of diſ- 
eaſed Perſons in an Infirmary, one afflicted with a 
Gout, another with a Gravel, ſome complaining of 
Sickneſs, and others of Pain, &c, if, inſtead of pitying 
and aiding each other, they ſhould make their. Dif- 
ference of Ailments a Ground of Diſputing and 


_ Quarrelling, how madly. ridiculous would ſuch a 
$ Conteſt appear? And if in like Manner in a Society ( 


of Chriſtians, one is naturally paſſionate, and another 
politive, ſome of quick and ready Faculties, and 
others whoſe Talents are fewer and weaker ; one 
ſubje& to one prevailing Plague of Heart, and another 
to Infirmities of a different or oppoſite Kind, does not 
this call for the ſame Sympathy, as every ane, eſ- 
pecially fick Perſons, . ought to exerciſe. with each 


other? Or if, inſtead of this, it excites Contention 


and Hate, is it not as ridiculous as in the Caſe juſt 
now mentioned? When therefore we think on the 


lnfirmities and Faults of gur Brother, let us regard 


them as Difeaſes he is ſubject to; let us not ſuffer 
this to leſſen our Eſteem or Affection for him; let 
vs, on the contrary, enquire how we may remove ar 
corredt the Evils he labours under; and with Pru- 

dence and Activity let us endeavour to remedy them. 
2. In order to maintain mutual Friendſhip, we 
muſt beware of taking the * or Actions of 
-QUT 
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Fellowſhip Meetings. Tis probable that many Per: Soci 
| ſons of Knowledge and Experience will think ſome our 


of theſe Rules unneceſſary or even trifling : And, in- pity 
_ deed 'tis true, that ſome of them will be of very us in 
little Uſe to Societies of long Standing, or whoſe the { 
Members have attained to real Prudence; but, i | have 


muſt be remembred, I write this for the Benefit of that 


Perſons who have not attained ſo much, and of thole Con 
who are but forming themſelves into ſuch Societies; BF temp 
and for ſuch, I am perſuaded, they will all appear | eaſed 
reaſonable, if not neceſſary. OS = Gout 
But the Support of religious Societies does not de. Sickr 
pend on the Character of the Members, and thei BY and a 
Conduct in their Meetings only; 'tis further re. feren: 
gquiſite, that they act ſuch a Part to each other in Quar 
civil Life, as may cement their Friendſhips, and may Conte 
increaſe their mutual good Will to each other. Thi of Ch 
leads me to the r Thing I propoſed, viz. W poſiti 
III. To offer ſome Advices to Members of reli. others 
gious Societies, relating to their Conduct towards each ſubjec 
other in the Commerce of the World. ____ _ [tolnfi 
As Fellowſhip of this Kind ought to be founded this c: 

on Eſteem and Affection, as theſe Engagements im- pecial; 

ply the moſt ſacred Intimacies, ſo the moſt ſincere other 
and thorough Friendſhip is neceſſary to ſupport and E 
them. And therefore, _ = 3 Wnow n 
1. Members of religious Societies ought, as Bre. Infirm 
thren, to bear with one anothers Infirmities and fre- them: 
quent Failings, When we examine our own Hearts, this to 


alas! what a vaſt Number of Wrongs and Wants | 
appear? We may ſay in the Stile of the P/a/m'}, 
Inmumerable Evils compaſs me about, Pſal. xl. 12. And 
if each of theſe be ſuſtained by our Friends 2 
Grounds of Averſion and Diſregard, hogs 8. 1 
5 | __ Docretſl 
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"RIEL itſelf muſt ſoon end. 11 we are conſcious of | 


our own Failings, we wiſh that our Friends would 
pity us, would draw a Veil over oar Faults, and aid 
us in correcting them: And ſhould we not judge in 


the ſame Manner with regard to others, as we would 
have them do in our Behalf? We ought to remember 


that the Spirits of different Men are like their bodily 


Conſtitutions, ſubject to different Maladies and Dif- 


tempers. Should we then ſuppoſe a Number of diſ- 


I caſed Perſons in an Infirmary, one afflicted with a 
2 Gout, another with a Gravel, ſome complaining of 


Sickneſs, and others of Pain, Se. if, inſtead of pitying 


and aiding each other, they ſhould make their Dif- 

I ference of Ailments a Ground of Diſputing and 
Ovarrelling, how madly ridiculous would ſuch a 
Conteſt appear? And if in like Manner in a Society 
of Chriſtians, one is naturally paſſionate, and another 
& poſitive, ſome of quick and ready Faculties, and 
„others whoſe Talents are fewer and weaker ; one 
ſubject to one prevailing Plague of Heart, and another 

to Infirmities of a different or oppoſite Kind, does not 
E this call for the ſame Sympathy, as every ane, eſ- 
pecially fick Perſons, ought to exerciſe with each 


other? Or if, inſtead of this, it excites Contention 
and Hate; is it not as ridiculous as in the Caſe juſt 


Wnow mentioned? When therefore we think on the 
Bre. 


Infirmities and Faults of our Brother, let us regard 
them as Diſeaſes he is ſubject to; let us not ſuffer 


this to leſſen our Eſteem or Affection for him; let 
jus, on the contrary, enquire how we may remove ar 


orreft the Evils he labours under; and with Pru- 


lence and Activity let us endeavour to remedy them. 


2. In order to maintain mutual Friendſhip, we 
uſt beware of taking the Bo or Acuons of 


A 


rapable of a good and agrecabls Meaning ; if * 
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our Companions in bad Part, or by a wrong Handle, At 


This is perhaps one of the moſt neceſſary Rules, in in 
order to preſerve the Peace of Societies of whatever if 


Kind, and to prevent theſe Breaches which often o- as 
verturn the moſt intimate and ſacred Engagements, WI! 


We often find the moſt inveterate Enmities ariſing We 
from no greater Cauſe than a miſunderſtood Expreſ- 


ion, or a miſconſtructed Action, or, at moſt, from Co 
ſome ſlight Indiſcretion in Peoples Language or Be- t 


Haviour. Such trifling Events firſt produce Coldneſs, 


and chagrin their Reſentment ; which ſoon grows hin 
up to Hatred and Enmity.— Behold what a great me 
Fire a ſmall Spark kindles . How neceſſary then to 
fmother it while but weak? To this Purpoſe, if our all 
Companion happens to ſay any Thing which we think = 
reflects on us, or which we apprehend to be ill-na- oth 
\ tured, unmannerly or ſatyrical, we muſt not inſtant] diff 
condemn him; we ought firſt with Charity and of « 
Tenderneſs to examine whether the Expreſſion be the 
capable of another and better Meaning; whether i 8yr 
be ſpoke in good Humour, with a View to diven No 
and not to injure ; and whether it may not proceei One 
from ſome Miſinformation or Miſconſtrution.— Ii cal 
like Manner, we muſt not raſhly condemn thoſe Ac. it 
tions, which, at firſt View, we apprehend to be un Our 
friendly, or even unjuſt. —'Tis the Extreme of Pre. © t. 
ſumption, to conclude that our firſt Apprehenfionſ ber 
of Things are infallibly true. — Humility, Charity haz 
and Prudence forbid this, and require us to examint| Lie 
whether there be not ſomething in the Nature, Mau. Me 
ner, Motives and Views of the Action, which at lea, 0 
'Extenuate, if they do not altogether vindicate ti an. 


Conduct of our Friend: And if an Expreſſion be 
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Action can be conceived of in a favourable Light; 
in thoſe Views we are bound to regard them. — Or 
if the Expreſſions or Actions of our Brother are ſuch, 
as we can neither ſoften nor vindicate, we muſt then, 
with Meekneſs, inform our offending Friend of what 


| we think has injured us: If he has the Diſpoſitions 


that become a Friend, he will either ſatisfy us of his 
Conduct, or acknowledge his Fault (which obliges us 
to forgive him :) or if he want theſe Diſpoſitions, we 
ſuſtain no Loſs by giving up Correſpondence with 
him : But along with this, we muſt give up Reſent- 
ment alſo ; — Charity ſuffereth long and is kind — 
is not eaſily provoked — thinketh no Evil — beareth 

all Things — endureth all Things, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 7. 

3. As Brethren, we muſt ſympathize with each 
other in the ſeveral Events which Providence may 

diſpenſe to any of us: Could we come to conceive 

of our Relations to each other, in the Way in which 
the Scriptures repreſent them, we would then find the 
Sympathy I ſpeak of, becoming as natural to us. 
No Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh ; but when 
one Member is in Pain, all the reſt will ſuffer, at 
leaſt it muſt be a rotten Member that is not affected 
with the Agonies of its Fellows. If we conceive of 
ourſelves as Members of that Body, of which Chriſt 
is the Head, we will then be careful, That there /oould 
be no Schiſm in the Body, but that the Members ſhould 
have the ſame Care one for another : And whether one 


Member ſu tir, all the Members ſuffer with it; or one 


Member be honoured, all the Members rejcice with it, 
1 Cor. xii. 25, 26. If our glorious Head be afflicted 
in all the Afflictions of his People, . Ixiii. 9. If he 
is perſecuted by their Sufferings, 4s ix. 4. then 
ſuch as are united to him, and are Members of his 

. Body, 
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Body, will in like Manner ſympathize with their fel. 
low Saints, they will feel each others Pains, will 
mourn in each others Calamities, w1ll bear one ano- 
thers Burdens, and do all in their Power for relieving 
them, like the great Apoſtle, 2 Cor. xi. 29. Who it 
eveah, and I am not weak ? W ho is hou and 1 
burn not!? 
4. This Sympathy will « engage us, chearfully to 
communicate all we can afford to the Neceſſities of 
our Brethren, by ſupplying their Wants, as far as 
their Condition, and our Circumſtances may allow, 


 Hawing our Gift ready, as a Matter of Bounty, not 
Covetouſneſs — giving not grudgingly, or of Neceſſity ; 


for God howeth a chearful Giver, 2 Cor. ix. 5, 7. If 
the Love of our Neighbour ſhould engage to this, 
the Love of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain to it ünce he counts 
our Kindneſs to his poorMembers,as done to himſelf. 
See Matib. xxv. 34—40. | 

The ſame Motives ought to engage 1 us to con- 


| Ger the Intereſts of our Friends in all Things as our 
own, and therefore to take every Opportunity of 


| ſerving, aſſiſting, and obliging them. Are any of our 
Brethren under malicious Calumny and Reproach ? 
we muſt do all in our Power to vindicate their Re- 
putation, to wipe off all Aſperſions from their Cha- 
racter, and to ſet it in a true Light. Are they in- 
| ured ? we muſt exert ourſelves in pleading their 
Cauſe, and in maintaining their Right. Are they 

expoſed to any Danger? we muſt, with Reſolution, 


endeavour to protect them by our Afſiſtance and Ad- 


vice: Ina Word, if in any Want we can be uſeful 


to them, we ought to conſider they are our Brethren, 


and ſhould therefore labour for their Intereſts ; To ao 


good. 
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good, and to communicate forget not, for with ſuch Sa- 


rifices God is ell pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16. 
6. While we endeavour to maintain and exerciſe 


an unfeigned Love for our Brethren, we muſt, at the 


ame time, beware that we indulge nothing in our 
pwn Temper or Conduct, which may leſſen their 
ſteem of us, or their Affection for us. Tis one of 


the greateſt Infirmities of human Nature, that we are 


blind to our ownImperfeQions andFaults: We readily 
perceive the Mote in our Neighbour's Eye, while we 
dbſerve not the Beam in our own : We have many 
xcuſes for our own Faults, while we make no Al- 
owances for the Failings of others ; we often indulge 
urſelves in theſe very Things which we cenſure in 
ſchers, and take a Liberty to ourſelves which we 


$on'c grant them; but if we are ſerious in our Pro- 


ſſion of F riendſhip, we will be earneſt in defiring, 
d careful in adverting to the Cenſure of our Chri- 
ian Intimates : With Care and Frequency we will 
amine and cenſure our own Conduct, as if not ours, 


Wut another's; and by ſuch Judgment we will cor- 
ect and improve our Converſation, even in the moſt 


ainute Circumſtances : Let us not therefore judge one 
ther any more, but judge this rather, that no Man 
t a Stumbling-block, or an Occaſion to fall in his 

eighbour"s Way, Rom. xiv. 3. Nor muſt we think 


enough that we abſtain from Things criminal, that 


ur Brother be not offended ; the Scripture intimates 
n Obligation to forbear even Things innocent and 
llowable, when they come to be of ſuch a Kind, as 
ound the Conſcience of our. Brethren, 1 Cor. viii. 
11, 12, 13. But take heed left this Liberty of yours 
come a & tumbling. block to them that are weak— and 
pro” thy Kane Hall the weak Brother periſh, * jo 
o 
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 nehom Chriſt died. But when yon fin ſo again th Mromn 
Brethren, and wound their weak Conſcience, ye fin a- MM whicl 


gainſt Chriſt, Wherefore if Meat make my Brother h l noble 


_ offend, 1 will eat no Flip while the World ſtandeth, MM tion 5 
 teft I make my Brother to offend. Tis thus we are MW Trait 
to condeſcend to Men of low Eſtate ; thus we mult BW Purp, 
bear one anothers Burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of W ings 1 
- Chris. --- y + IO : 

J. Laſth, Reciprocal Love and good Offices will ¶ he ac 

lead us to a Fondneſs for each other's Company; and Mind 
this, not only in our formal Meetings, but on every Reby 
Opportunity which caſts up. I have often obſerved ¶ ¶ a goc 
with Pleaſure, Members of Society Meetings in the BW prob: 
place where I live, ſeeking each other out, and form- Whi 


ing Companies on the Road, in returning from Ser. terni 


Mons, or other publick Aſſemblies ; and while the muſt 
communed together of divine Things, and with ai 
affectionate Freedom opened their Hearts to each 
other, I could not but ſay, See how they lowe one an 
other. — The Companions who love, and are belovel 
by us, are the People in whoſe Company we find the 
_ greateſt Relaxation of Spirit, and the moſt rational 
and ſolid Pleaſure : While their Opinions have the 
moſt Influence, their Counſel and Example have the 
greateſt Weight with us: And thus Intimacies found: 
ed on Love, gain Strength by frequent Correſpon- 
dence ; and by this alſo, more effectually obtain thei 
noble Purpoſes of Friendſhip. To conclude this 
AS FI f 
If Members of religious Societies were thus dif 
| Poſed, and thus exerciſed, this would qualify them 
more and more for acting a proper Part in their Re. 
| ligious Meetings; and their Exerciſe in theſe would 
greatly fortify the amiable Diſpoſitions I have re. 
— 1 _ commended. 
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the WW commended. — By this Method, the diſaſtrons Evils, 
4. which break the Peace of Society, and diſappoint its 

noble Purpoſes, will be prevented. Eſteem, Aﬀec- 

eth, tion, Benevolence, Gratitude, and the whole lovely 

are Train of ſocial Virtues, will daily grow; the bleſſed 
nuſt Purpoſes of Society will be obtained, and our Meet · 
of Wings will indeed become Feafts of Charity. 

5 As with a private Chriſtian, it is not enough that 
will he act ſuch a Part, as he can anſwer for to his own 
and Mind, but he alſo makes it his Care to be without 
ery Rebuke i in the World, and, as far as is conſiſtent with 
vel BY a good Conſcience, to obtain their Eſteem and Ap- 
the probation ; ſo ought it to be with a religious Society. 
rm: While they are at Pains, by the Rules of their Fra- 
der · ¶ ternity, to approve themſelves to each other; they 
hey muſt alſo endeavour, by all means, to prevent the 
1 at WW Cenſures the World readily make on every Thing 
ach i which differs from their Way, or ſeems to condemn 
a · their Practices; and muſt act in ſuch a Way towards 
vel BY them that are without, as may force from them that 
the Teftimony which is due to the Way of Religion. 
onal BY therefore proceed to the laſt Thing I propoſed, 
ix. 
"IV; To offer ſome Advices to the Members of 
Religious Societies, relating to their Conduct toward 
[thoſe who are without; who either have no Profeſ- 
tion of Religion, or who don't join in ſuch —_ 
ous Fellowſhip as this we ſpeak of. 

The Eyes of the World are, no doubt, on on every | 
di- ene who has a Profeſſion of Religion; and, in a par- 
hen ticular Manner, on Perſons who are profeſſedly aſ- 
Re. fociated on religious Views: With a criminal Par- 
oulo BY tiality they obſerve their overt Practices; they pry 
re. into d- heir {ecret ConduR, 24 feek every Way to 


find 
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find Occaſion for Cenſure : Every Miſcarriage thy 
diſcover, gives them a malicious Joy : They pre. 
poſterouſly fancy, that the Faults of a religious Perſu 
authorizes their Crimes; and often come to cot 
clude, that Religion is but a Name, and that a Pro. 
feſſion of it is but a Maſk. A Chriſtian therefore, 
and a Member of a Religious Fraternity, muſt in al 


bis Conduct, have this great Purpoſe in View, viz, 


To maintain the Credit and Dignity of Religion; 
to evidence the Sincerity of his own Profeſſion ; an 
to ſer Chriſtianity in that amiable Light by his Ex. 
ample, as may recommend it to all around him, and 
may engage the World at once to receive, and love 
the Ways of God, And for theſe Ends, _ 
1. Members of Religious Societies, ought to be- 
ware of deſpiſing and undervaluing thoſe they think 
Strangers to Religion, and of treating them in 1 
haughty and ſupercilious Manner: Tho' indeed the 
being a Chriſtian exalts the loweſt Man to ſuperio 
Dignity; yet ſuch Dignity is quite inconſiſtent wid 
2 Phariſaical Pride, and will never | warrant us 9 
treat thoſe with Contempt, who ſeem Strangers t 
_ Chriſtianity, Such a Conduct makes the World look 
on Religion as a ſtiff and unſociable Principle; make 
them canceive a Hatred, and Averſion to the Pro- 
feſſors, yea to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity itſelf; 
and whets their Malice to diſcover, and expoſe what. 
ever they can find amiſs in the Lives of religious 
People. On the contrary, an eaſy, condeſcending, 
affable, and obliging Conduct, recommends Reli. 
gion, diſarms Malice itſelf, and forces even a wicked 
Perſon to eſteem, love, and revere a good Man. 
Such a Conduct ſhould therefore be habitual to a 
Chriſtian, and ever. exetciſed towards all . 
. rn eng — 
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Even while we teſtify a Diſlike to the Practices, or 
ſhun the Society of the profane, it ſtill muſt be done 
with Good-nature, good Manners, and Diſcretion, 
In like Manner, 

2. A Member of a Religious Fraternity, ought to 
beware of raſh, paſſionate, or publick Cenſures on 
the Characters of others however notour their Faults. 
may be. I have already ſhewn,that Cenſures on the 
Practices of Perſons, not Members of the Society, is 
quite improper for Religious Meetings f. It is ſtill 
more improper for any particular Member to act 
ſuch a part: And 'tis to all Purpoſes unreaſonable, if 
done in a paſſionate, or in a publick Manner ; ſuch 
a Way looks like an aſſuming a Superiority over 
thoſe we reprove, or intimates a Diſregard and Aver- 
fion to them; and muſt therefore be carefully ſhun- 
ned, if we would either gain them to Religion, or 
maintain our Character with them. Tho' we are 
{ill bound to cenſure Vice where ever we find it, 
yet we muſt always take care that our Reproof be 
given in a proper Seaſon, and in the moſt modeſt 
and engaging Way our Prudence can direct. And 
therefore, ; 

3. We ought, by all Ads of Good- will and Kind- 
neſs, to convince thoſe, that, however we diſlike their 
Ways, we love their Perſons ; we mult take every 
| Opportunity of doing good to them ; ; and even when 
they expreſs the utmoſt Enmity againſt us, we muſt 
demonſtrate our Readineſs to forgive and to do good, 
even to our moſt inveterate Enemies. As an Evi- 
dence of this Temper, 

+ We muſt, with all Diligence, endeavour to 
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find Occaſion for Cenſure : Every Miſcarriage thy 
diſcover, gives them a malicious Joy: They pre. 
poſterouſly fancy, that the Faults of a religious Perſa 
authorizes their Crimes; and often come to cot 

_ Clude, that Religion is but a Name, and that a Pro. 
feſſion of it is but a Maſk. A Chriſtian thereforg, 
and a Member of a Religious Fraternity, muſt in al 
his Conduct, have this great Purpoſe in View, vis 
To maintain the Credit and Dignity of Religion 

d so evidence the Sincerity of his own Profeſſion; and 
to ſer Chriſtianity in that amiable Light by his Ex 
ample, as may recommend it to all around him, and 
may engage the World at once to receive, and love 
the Ways of God. And for theſe Ends . 
1. Members of Religious Societies, ought to be. 
ware of deſpiſing and undervaluing thoſe they think 
Strangers to Religion, and of treating them in! 
haughty and ſupercilious Manner : Tho' indeed the 
being a Chriſtian exalts the loweſt: Man to ſuperio 
[Dignity ; yet ſuch Dignity is quite inconſiſtent wid 

a Phariſaical Pride, and will never warrant us to 
treat thoſe with Contempt, who ſeem Strangers td 
Chriſtianity. Such a Conduct makes the World look 
on Religion as a ſtiff and unſociable Principle; make 
them canceive a Hatred, and Averſion to the Pro- 
feſſors, yea to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity - itſelf; 
and whets their Malice to diſcover, and expoſe what. 
ever they can find amiſs in the Lives of religious 
People. On the contrary, an eaſy, condeſcending, 
affable, and obliging Conduct, recommends Reli. 


7 gion, diſarms Malice itſelf, and forces even a wicked 


Perſon to eſteem, love, and revere a good Man. 
i Such a Conduct ſhould therefore be habitual to 4 
Chriſtian, and ever exerciſed towards all ge, 
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Even while we teſtify a Diſlike to the Practices, or 
ſhun the Society of the profane, it ſtill muſt be done 
with Good-nature, good Manners, and Diſcretion, 
In like Manner, 
2. A Member of a Religious Fraternity, ought to 
beware of raſh, paſſionate, or publick Cenſures on 
the Characters of others however notour their Faults 
may be. I have already ſhewn, that Cenſures on the 
Practices of Perſons, not Members of the Society, is : 
quite improper for Religious Meetings f. It is ſtill 
more improper for any particular Member to act 
ſuch a part: And 'tis to all Purpoſes unreaſonable, if 
done in a paſſionate, or in a publick Manner; ſuch 
a Way looks like an aſſuming a Superiority over 
thoſe we reprove, or intimates a Diſregard and Aver- 
ſion to them; and muſt therefore be carefully ſhun-' 
ned, if we would either gain them to Religion, or 
maintain our Character with them. Tho“ we are 
ſtill bound to cenſure Vice where ever we find it, 
yet we muſt always take care that our Reproof be 
given in a proper Seaſon, and in the moſt modeſt 
and engaging Way our Prudence can direct. And 
therefore, 5 
3. We ought, by all Ads of Good- will and Kind- | 
neſs, to convince thoſe, that, however we diſlike their 
Ways, we love their Perſons ; ; we muſt take every 
| Opportunity of doing good to them; and even when 
they expreſs the utmoſt Enmity againſt us, we muſt 
demonſtrate our Readineſs to forgive and to do good, 
even to our moſt inveterate Enemies. As an Evi- 
dence of this Temper, | 
4. We muſt, with all Diligence, endeavoar to 
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bring thoſe that ere Strangers, to know, and reliſh 
the Things that pertain to Godlineſs : For this Pur. 
poſe, our Prayers, our Example, and all the Influence 
we can have with them muſt be exerciſed ; and this 
we are to make our Purpoſe in all our Converſation 
with them. A judicious and lively Chriſtian will take 
the Hint from almoſt every Circumſtance, to turn the 
_ Converſation from vain or criminal Subjects, to thoſe 
that are ſacred and important: And if to this Art, 
could add the Skill of handling theſe Subjects in à 
worthy, yet entertaining Way, what a Blefling would 
@ religious Perſon be to every Company he enters ? 
Tis this the Apoſtle exhorts to, Col. iv. 5, 6. Walk 
in Wiſdom towards them that are without, ' redeeming 
| the Time. Let your Speech be always with Grate, 
fad «oth Salt, Re. — 

5. Lafily, Members of Society Meetings muſt en- 
deavour in all Things, to act ſuch a Part as will bear 
the moſtcenſorious Scrutiny their Enemies can make. 

Tho' we ſhould ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and 

of Angels, yet if our Practice belies what our Lips 

utter, we are but as ſounding Braſs, and a tinkling 

Cymbal; and the more flaming our Profeſſion be, 

the more proper Objects are we of Ridicule and 

Contempt. We muſt therefore, to an active Dili. 

pence in all the Duties of Devotion, add a zealous 
 A@tivity in all the Duties we are bound to by our Re- 
tations, Callings, and Stations whatever. While we 
_ endeavour to keep a cloſe Watch over our Hearts 
and Practice, that we fin not againſt God, we muſt 
alſo take all poſhble Care, that we entertain no Sen- 
timent, that we indulge no Paſſion, that we utter no 
Expreſſion, and that we allow our ſelves in no Ac- 
tion which may injure any Man in his bag 475% 
5 . „*** erion, 
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Perſon, or Eſtate : Nor muſt we think, that the moſt 


flagrant Crimes will warrant us to tranſgreſs this 
Rule, or to neglect the Duties we otherways owe to 
the wicked Perſon ; we muſt till diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the Perſon and his Crime: While we hate the laſt, 
we muſt ſtill love the firſt, and ſhew that we loye 
him, by Mourning for his Wickedneſs, pitying him, 
praying to God for him, and taking every Meaſure 
3 can direct, in order to reclaim and recover 
him. e To | . 
Tis by ſuch a Conduct as this, that Chriſtians will 
ſorce the Approbation of the World in ſpite of Envy. 

By ſuch a Practice, the Hater of Religion will be o- 
bliged to own the Beauty that is in Godlineſs: And 

if he is not brought to imitate, at leaſt he will eſteem 
and revere a good Man. Tho' ſometimes the Ways 

of God are attacked in the Perſon of a Chriſtian, 
tho' ſuch may for a while ſuffer Reproach, yet their 
real Character will at laſt diſplay itſelf in its genuine 
Excellency, it will appear the brighter that it has 
been tried, and thereby have a more affecting Influ- 
ence on thoſe who obſerve it, perhaps on thoſe very 
Perſons who traduced them. The Sun itſelf is ſome- 
times ecelipſed, or wades through a Cloud, which, as 
it were, tarniſhes its Luſtre; but when at laſt he 
breaks out, his: Beauty appears more remarkably, and 
bis Brightneſs more dazling ; Even fo, The Path of 
the juſt is as the ſhining Light, which ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect Day, Prov. iv. 18.— Let. your 
Light fo foine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father who is in Heaven, 
Mat. v. 16.--See then that ye walk circumſpecil y, not 

as Fools, but as Wiſe, redeeming the Time, becaule the 
Days are evil, Eph. v. 16. Follow Peace wt 
8 | h e Men, 
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Thus, as I propoſed, I have offered ſome Regula- 
tions for preventing the Evils complained of, and for 
the more effectual obtaining the Purpoſes of religious 
Intimacies : But, before I havedone, I muſt obſerve, 
That though every Body owns, that vicious Compa- 
nions are the moſt dangerous Evils, and that our only 

Safety from ſuch, is by keeping at a Diſtance ; yet 
it is one of the moſt difficult Matters, to prevail with 
Mankind to relinquiſh the Society of Perſons whoſe 
Principles and Practices are ſo agreeable to depraved 
Appetites and Paſſion ; and it is equally difficult to 
perſwade them to take up with Companjons whoſe 
Thoughts are employed onThings beyond the World, 
Whoſe Affections are engaged to Things above it, and 
whoſe Practices are in moſt Inſtances different, and 
in many Things oppoſite to the received Maxim; 

and Ways of it. I ſhall therefore make the follow- 

ing Reflections, as ſo many Inferences from what I 

have ſaid. | 2 EN 33 
I. That religious Intimacies are the beſt Preſer- 
vatives againſt the infectious Evils which ariſe from 
our Communication with Perſons of vicious Princi- 
ples and immoral Practices. Such is the Inclination 
Mankind have to Society, that the moſt of People 
think any Company is better than zone; hence they 
readily enter into ſuch Correſpondence with thoſe 
that are neareſt, as ſoon grows up to Familiarity.— 
Their Opinions ſteal in upon their Minds. — If bad 
Principles have impoſed on their Companions, by 
Means of that falſe Gloſs with which Prejudice dreſſ · 
eth them, they will be communicated with the ſame 
Diſguiſe, and for the ſame Reaſons will be readily. 
8 EEE Ro 
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believed and adopted by thoſe that hear them. If 


therefore a Perſon be not ſolidly eftabliſhed in the 
Principles of Truth and Virtue, but takes up his Com- 
panions at random, what an extreme Hazard does he 
run of being debauched both in Principles and Mo- 
rals ? And how neceſſary is it, that every one ſhould 
be at the utmoſt Pains to enter into Intimacies with 
thoſe only whoſe Converſation and Example may 


| eſtabliſh him in worthy Sentiments, and form him to 


Excellency of Manners ? For, a 
II. Religious Fellowſhip appears to be attended 
with all the Advantages which a reaſonable Man can 
propoſe to himſelf by any Kind of Intimacies. Does 
one want Information or Improvement in Know- 
ledge, he will find religious Intimates have a noble 
Influence to furniſh and Impreſs the Mind with ſuch 
Sentiments, divine and moral, as form the Soul to 
true Devotion, real Holineſs and Excellency. Do 
we want a true Friend, who may take Part in all our 
Concerns, encourage us in Things that are worthy, 
and be ſo ſingularly kind, as to tell us of our Faults, 
and adviſe us how to correct them, we will find the 
very Conſtitution of a religious Fraternity gives us 
the Proſpe& of a Number of ſuch Intimates : Or 
do we incline to that eaſy Relaxation of Mind, that 
innocent Chearfulneſs and Joy which we always ex- 
pet from our Intimates, we may confidently hope 
for this with Friends who have the beſt Reaſon, and 
the beſt Right to exerciſe it. | 

III. 'Tis plain that theſe Advantages are mutual; 
the Benefits arifing from religious Fellowſhip is ſach 
as every Member has the ſame Acceſs to, and may 
enjoy in the ſame Meaſure : While one is edified, 


his Companions are inſtruded; while he is revived, 


they 


Chriſtian, ſo lovely, ſo defirable, that even Perſon 
approve of him. If ſuch be the Influence of hi 
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they 4 are refreſhed ; and private Improvements hers 
by become diffulvely uſeful : Eſpecially conſider 
Wo 

Iv. That one Society of religious Intimates, duh 
formed, and properly exerciſed, may have a bleſſe 
Influence on all around them; and this not only by 
their Prayers, but alſo by their Examples. Exampł 
is one of theſe Things which equally influence Man. 
kind to Good or Bad, to Virtue or to Vice: Bu 
we may, in Charity to human Nature, hope that it 
Influence to reform ſhould be yet ſtronger than to ſe. 
duce: There is ſomething in the Character of a red 


who will not imitate, are yet obliged to revere and 


Example with People in whom the Habits of Vic 
are confirmed, and who are grown up in Wickednel; 
what greater, what happier Effects may ſuch an Ex 
ample have, where the Mind is yet capable of Re 
formation? What till greater Influence, where Rea. 
| ſon acts its Part, and directs People to ſeek for Hap: 
pineſs in the Way of Chriſtian Excellency ? And i 
Example be of ſo much Conſequence, what Benefit 
may well diſpoſed Perſons expect from the Prayer 
the Advice and F riendſhip of a devout Society? 
On the Whole, it appears that religious Fellow: 
flip is one of the moſt proper and effectual Method 
for improving that Turn our Minds naturally have 
to Society; and that ſuch Societies, duly regulated, 
and attended to, will have a moſt happy Tendency{Wints 
for procuring both a perſonal and publick Reforms ell 
tion. Pious 
Among the bleſſed Effects following that fngula rciſe 
Concera which has appeared in his Country for at ma 
conſiderabl | 
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onſiderable While paſt, this was one, That the Peo- 
le crowded together into Societies for Prayer and 

piritual Conferences. With Joy we heard of Fel- 
duhhow ip Meetings ereQed in Places and among Peo- 
leſſaſſple where Satan had long triumphed : Yet ſerious 


ly riſtians were apprehenſive leſt ſuch Meetings, for 
umpkWant of Experience, and of proper Regulations, 
_ ould miſs of their Aim, and even fatally miſcarry: 
Bu 


The poor People themſelves were under the ſame 
Fears, and applied to all they thought able to adviſe _ 
hem, It was long expected, that ſome Miniſters of 
he longeſt Standing and Experience would publiſh 
omewhat for their Direction in ſuch a critical Junc- 
re. The Meetings in the Place where J reſide ap- 
lied to me, to draw up ſome Regulations for them; 
did ſo, and was afterwards importuned to publiſh 
dneiWhem, with ſome Diſſertation on the Nature and 
n ExBReaſonableneſs of ſuch Engagements. This I have 
f Refeſſayed to do, in ſuch a Way, as may be of Uſe to 
 ReaWire& in our Conduct as Members of Society in ge- 
Hap-Weral, and in every ſocial Engagement, tho“ more 
And iſWparticularly in Societies for religious Fellowſhip. No- 
enelil!Mhing, as far as I know, has ever been publiſhed on 
ayer, the Subject, except ſome general Rules, which (as I 
Already obſerved) are readily diſpenſed with. Tis 
ellow-Whus I have been induced to offer the above Reflecti- 
ethodipns and Advices to the Publick. What may be 
'. haveBwrong or wanting, I hope will be excuſed, in regard 
ilated pf the Subject's being new. If this can but offer 
dene) Hints to ſome abler Hand, I ſhall think my Pains 
orms {well employed: If it engage any Number to reli- 
= {Wious Fellowſhip, or prove uſeful to them in that Ex- 
rciſe, my Wiſh is obtained. May God grant that 


at itz 
to ſe 
a rea 
erſon 
e and 
of hi 
Vio 


* 


for at may anſwer theſe Purpoſes, Aux. 
lerabe ä 


APPENDIX, 


PS — BW — 


d e 
APPENDIX 


IT PROMISED, p. 60. That, by Way of Appen- 
1 dix, I would here add a Specimen of the noble 
Subjects of Converſation, which the Scriptures ſug- 
geſt as a Help to Societies when but forming, ot 
Where the Members cannot afford themſelves Varie- 
ty. And I here ſubjoin them, 

1. — It is ſaid, 4&s ii. 13. When they beard tbit 


bey avere fricked in the Hearts, &c. Q. When may 


the Heart be ſaid to be ſavingly convinced of Sin! 
2, — Job. xvi. 8. When the Comforter is come, = 
He avill reprove the World of Sin, &c. Q. What is the 
Difference betwixt the Convictions of natural Men, 
and thoſe of true Penitents? ? 
3. — Rom. 7. 13. That Sin, by the Commanamen 
might become exceeding ſinful, &c. Q. 1. What is i. 
that renders Sin ſo exceeding criminal? Q. 2. Hoy 
is it by the Commandment ? ED 5 
4.— Fer. ii. 19. Know therefore, and ſee that it ii 
an evil and a bitter Thing, that thou haſt forſaken tht 
Lord thy God. Q. 1. What is in the Nature of Sit 
which renders it an evil and bitter Thing? Q. 2, 
When may a Perſon be ſaid to 4now the Evil and 
Bitterneſs of it? +5 > ee 
5. — Adi xxiv. 25. — Felix trembled, &c. Q... 
Whence is it that Convictions prove fruitleſs ? Q. 2. 
How ſhall we prevent this Evil ? E 
6. — Pſal. xix. 12. Who can under land his Fr. 
rors ? Q. How ſhall we be exerciſed, in order ie 
diſcover our ſecret Faults ? . 
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7.—2 Cor. vii. 11. For behold this elf ſame Thing | 
that ye jorrowed after a godly Sort, &c. Q. 1. What 
is that Sorrow for Sin which is indeed after a godly 
Sort ? Q. 2. How are we to be . in order to 
attain it? 

8. — Job xxxiv. 32. . What I fee not teach thou me; 
Q. What is that Diſcovery of Sin which a mourning 
Penitent is to pray for ? 


g. — 1 The/. v. 19. Quench nat the Spirit. Q. When 
may one be ſaid to quench the Spirit? 

10. — Luke xiii. 3. Except ye repent ye fall all | 
likewiſe periſh. Q. What is that Repentance which! i 
unto Life? 

11. — Pſal. xcvii. 10. Ye that lowe the Lord bats 
Evil. Q. What are e the Evidences of a true Hatred 
of Sin? 

12. — Hof. xi. 7. And my People are bent to backs 


Hiding from me. Q What are the Signs of a backſlid- 
ing Soul? | 


13. — Heb. iii. 12. Take Heed, Brethren, left there 
be in any of you an evil Heart of Unbelief i in depart 
ing from the living God, Q. 1. What is that evil 
Heart of Unbelief? Q. 2. How ſhall we know when 
| Unbelief prevails? Q. 3. How ſhall we prevent it? 
14. — 1f I regard Sin in my Heart, the Lord will 
not hear me. Q. When may one de ſaid to regard 

Sin in his Heart? 

15. — Ja. xxviii. 17. The Hail ſhall 43 away 
the Refuge of Lies. Q. What are the Refuges of 
Lies, with which ſo many deceive themſelves ? 5 

16. — Matth. vii. 26. — 1 will liken him to 4 
fooliſo Man which built his Houſe upon the Sand. Q. 
Who are the Fooliſh who build on the Sand? 
17. — Pſal. . The Sacrifice of God ares 
| M broken 
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broken Spirit. Q. What is that Contrition of Soul, 
which 1s ſo acceptable to God ? 

+ 18, — Exel. xxxvi. 26. A new Heart alſo will 1 
give unte you. Q What are the Evidences of a re- 

newed Soul? 
19. — Job ili. 

Grou enter the Fae of God. On what 

rounds may one conclude that he is born of God! 
0. Matth. xviii. 3. Except ye be converted, 

Jars become as little Children , ye ſhall not enter into the 

Kingdom of God. Q What are theſe Diſpoſitions in 
Which a fincere Convert is to reſemble a little Child? 

21.— Epb. ii. 1. You hath he quickened, who were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Q What are the Signs 
af ſpiritual Life? 

22. — Matth. v. 6. Ble fed are ; the that hunger 
and thirſt after Ri ghteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 

Who are the Perſons who may be ſaid to hovget 

and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ? | 

23. — fal. ix. 18. For the Needy all not aha 
be forgotten, the Eæpectation of the Poor ſhall not periſh 
for ever. Q. Who are the poor and needy Q 
whom God will not forget? 

224. — Gal. i. I5, 16. But when it pleaſed Ged b 
Yo reveal his Son in me. Q When may Chriſt be 

aid to be revealed in a Perion's Soul ? 

25. — 7%. i. 14. We beheld his Glory, fle Glory 
es of the my begotten Son of God, full of Grace and 
Truth. 1. What is that Glory which a Chriſtian 
diſcovers in the Lord Chriſt ? Q. 2. How ſhall a 

Soul attain to ſuitable Views of this Glory? 

26. — Ia. xxvi. 9. With my Soul have J defired 
thee in the Night, and with my Spirit within me ill 
7 feb thee early. 2 I, What are theſe Deſires God 

| 0 , 


— 


”Y 


ſet be 
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God, which we may conclude i to be of divine Grace? 
Q. 2. What is it to ſeek God with the Spirit, and 
that early? Q. 3. How ſhould a longing Soul be 
exerciſed in ſeeking the Lord ? 

27.— Joh. i. 12. But as many as received him, td 
them gave he Power to become the Sons of God. Q. Whas 
is it to receive Jeſus Chriſt in Truth and Reality ? 

28, — [/a. Ivi. 6. — And taketh Hold of my Cu. 
5 nant, Q. What 1 is it to lay Hold on God's Cove: 
nant ? | 

29. uw Heb. vi. 18. — We might have ſure Conſo- 
lation, having fied for Refuge to lay hold on the Hope 

ſet before 4. Q. Who are they who have truly 112 
to Chriſt for Conſolation? 

30. — Rom. vi. 13. Yield yourſelves unto Ged, as 
thoſe that are alive from the Dead, and your Members 
as [nſiruments of Righteouſneſs unto God. Q. 1, What 
is it to yield ourſelves unto God? Q. 2. When may 
our Members be ſaid to be Inſtruments of INS 
ouineſs unto God? 

31. — Rom. x. 3. 7. hey bring ignorant of God.. : 
Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themlelwves unto the 
Righteouſneſs of God, Q. 1. Who are theſe who go 
about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs ? Q. 2. 
Who are theſe who have ſubmitted themſelves unto 
the Righteouſneſs of God ? PEE. 

32. — Phil. iii. 3. For we are the Circumciſion, who 
worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſi TFeſus, 
and have no Confidence in the Fleſh. Q. 1. What is it 
to worſhip God in the Spirit? Q. 2. WH are they 


that rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus? Q. 3. Who are they - 
Who have no Confidence in the Fleſh ? _ 

33. — Luke i. 5 3. He hath filled the Hungry with 
| good 
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good 7 bings, and the Rich he hath ſent empty anvay, 
QQ. 1. Who are the Hungry, to whom the Promiſe 
is made? Q 2. What is that Satisfaction which is pro- 
miſed to them? Q. z. WAS are the Rich who are 
ſent empty away? 
4. — 2 Cor. v. 17. If aw Man FR in Chris. by 
Js a new Creature, Q. When may one be ſaid to 
be in Chriſt Jeſus? 
: Matth. vii. 24. — 1 will liken Lim to a 
ui ſe Mas,  ewhich built his Houſe upon a Rack, 
Q Who are they who have built on the Rock? 
36. — Col. ii. 10. And ye are complete in bis 
Qt. What is it to be complete in Chriſt Q. 2. When 
may we conciude that we are complete in him? _ 
© 37.—lla. xii, 2.— 1 will truft and not be afraid. 
QQ. 1. What is the Ground of a Chriſtian's Confidence 
and Truſt? Q. 2. What is it to truſt with Confi - 
dence and without Fear? 
38.— Ja. I. 10. Whois among you that feareth the 
Lord, and that obeyeth the Voice of his Servant, that 
"walketh in Darkneſs, and hath no Light ? Let Zim truft 
in the Name of the Lord, and flay upon his God. Q. 1. 
What is it to fear the Lord ? Q. 2. What is it to o- 
bey the Voice of his Servant? Q. 3. What is it to 
| truſt in the Lord, and ſtay upon our God? Q. 4. 
How ſhall one attain to a ſtayed Truſt in God, when 
they are walking in Darkneſs ? 
 39.—Matth. v 20. Except your Righteouſueſs al 
exceed the Rig hteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
all in no Caſe enter into the Kingdom of God. Q. 1. 
What is that Phariſaical Righteouſneſs which a Chri- 
ſtian muſt exceed? Q. 2. Wherein muſt our Righ- 
teouſneſs exceed that of the Phariſees ? 
10. — Mat. vi. 0 Will 20 done in Earth as 
in 
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in Heaven. Q. When may our Will be ſaid to be 
ſubjected to the Will of God ? 

41.— Mat. v. 47. F ye ſalute your Brethren only; 
avhat do ye more than others ? Q. Wherein muſt we 
exceed the ordinary Sort of Profeſſors of Religion? 

42.— Rom. vii. 24. O wretched Man that 1 am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the Boay of this Death . 
Q. Who are the true Wreſtlers againſt the Body of 
Death, or indwelling Sin? 

43. al. v. 17. For the Fleſþ lufteth againſt the 
Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh. Q. What is 
the Difference betwixt a renewed, and an unrenew- 
ed Man's Struggles againſt Sin? 

44.— Ads xi. 23.— Exhorted them all, that with 
Purpoſe of Heart they ſhould cleave unto the Lord. Q. 
When may one be ſaid to cleave unto the Lord? 

2 5.—P/a. xvi. 8. I have ſet the Lord always before 

Q. Whatis it to ſet the Lord always before us ? 

5 — Rom. viii. 6. To be carnally minded is Death, 
but to be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace. Q. 1. 
Who are the carnally minded ? Qu 2. Who are the 
ſpiritually minded? 

47.—1 Cor. xv. 58. Be ye Redfaft, . als 
Ways abounding i in the Work of the Lord, &. Q. 1. 
What is the Stedfaſtneſs required of Chriſtians 2 
Q. 2. When may one be ſaid to abound in the Work 
of the Lord? Q. 3. How may we attain to Sted- 
aſtneſs and Improvement in the Ways of God? 

48.—Toh. xv. 5. I amthe Fine, ye are the Branches, 
Q What is the ſatisfying Evidence of a vital Union 
with Chriſt ? 

49.—I/a. xlv. 22, Look unto „ me, aud be ye . 
&. Q. What is that habitual and laving en . 
to a Saviour Which! is called for? 


LN 


N be indeed a Branch of the true Vine? 
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- $0,-Gal. ii. 20. 1 am crucified with Chrifl, ni 57.— 
werthelejs 1 live, yet not 1, bat Chriſt liveth in ne ye a 
and the Life I live in the Flgh, is by the Faith of tb What i: 
Son of God, who lowed me, and gave himſelf for mes the S 
Q. 1. When may one be ſaid to be crucified with 58.— 
Chriſt ? Q. 2. What is it to live by Faith on the Sonſrning 
of God? Q. 3. How ſhall we attain to a Life oipccaſiol 
Faith in all Events and Trials? Q. 4. How ſhall we . 2. 
attain to an Aſſurance of Chriſt's Love to us? 59.— 

5 1.— John xvii. 3. This is Life eternal, that thiymain, 
might know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chriflikgms of 
«vhom thou haf} ſent. Q. What are the Marks of Aauſes 
ſaving Knowledge of God, and of his SonJeſus Chriliyeans 
92. —— Mat. vii. 16. V. 7 ſhall know them by their] Go.“ 
Fruits. Q. What are the Fruits which ſhew one tolo. Ho 
Diſpofi 
61. 
ngquit) 
minant 


62. 


SS: Mat. v. 16. Let your Light 2 ine befor 
Men, as others feeing your good Works, may glorif 
your Father which is in Heaven, Q. When may our 
Light be ſaid to ſhine before Men, to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God? Tor 
Rom. vi. 17.— But ye 1 obeyed fro 
the Heart that Form Doctrine which was delivered 
unto you. Q. What is that Obedience which is from 
the Heart, and agreeable to the Goſpel ? 
55. — Rev. ti. 4. Newertheleſs I hawe ſomewhat 
againf! thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firfl Love. Q. 1, 
What is the Cauſe of the Decay of a Chriſtian's 
Love? Q. 2. When may our Love be ſaid to be 6s. 
Ent ? Q. 3. How ſhall we proven this great tre 
vil ? ud. 
Jude 21. Keep your Aber! in the Lowe Phich 


FE. i 'Q. By what Means ſhall we keep ourſelves WKGoq | 
oe Love of God? | 66, 
— — — 2 | | 57 
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nt 
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57.—Epb. 4. 30. Grieve not the Holy Spirit, where- 
ye are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption. Q. 1. 
hat is it to grieve the Holy Spirit? Q. 2. What 
Mes the Spirit's ſealing Work in Believers ? 

with 58. Hefea vi. 4. For your Goodneſs is as the 
Sonſnorning Chad, and as the early Dew. Q. 1. What 
e offfccaſions the evaniſhing of our good Diſpoſitions ? 
I web. 2. How ſhall we prevent our loſing them? 
59. Rev. iii. 2.— Strengthen the things which 
they emain, and are ready to die. Q. What are the Symp- 
Ubriflikoms of Grace in Decay ? Q. 2. What are the 
of A Cauſes of this Decay ? Q. 3. What are the beſt 
briſt? _— for reviving it? 

their] 60 —F£ph. vi. 13.— And having done all to Hand. 5 
ne to How ſhall we be exerciſed, ſo as to maintain the 
Diſpoſitions and Practice which becomes Chriſtians ? 


befor 61. —— P/al. xviii. 23, 1 kept my ſelf from ming 
lorif niquity. Q. 1. How may we diſcover our predo- 

4 155 ninant Sin ? Q. 2, How may we conquer it? 

raiſe 


62.—2 Pet. iii. 18. But grow in Grace, &c. Q. 1: 
hat are the beſt Means of growing in Grace? Q. 


From, What are the Marks of a growing Chriſtian ? 
* a 63. Fude 20,— Building up yourſelves in your 
rom 


moſt holy Faith, Q. What are the proper! Means for 
ur being eſtabliſhed in Faith ? 
64.— 1 Pet. ii. 7. Unto you therefore which be- 
Q. 1. Nve, he is precious. Q, What are the Things in Je- 
ſtian us, which render him precious to Believers ? | 
to be 65. — Rem. viii. 16. The Spirit it ſelf beareib 
great Nine with our Spirit, that we are the Children of 
Po. Q. What are the Workings of the Spirit, by 
e of Bibich he witneſſeth that we are the Children of 
ves God? | | 
| 60,—7eb xi. 13. If how * thine Heart, a 10 
57 frrach 


hat 
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fretch out thine Hand toward him, . Q . What 
is the Preparation of Heart, which is requiſite in or- 
der to our approaching to God ? Q. 2. How ſhall 
we attain to a due Fervour of Spirit, in 1 out 
our Hands to him? 
57. Pſal. Ixiii. 2 ls fee thy Power, and thy 


_ Glory, A as hade ſeen thee in the Sanctuary. Q. 


When may we be ſaid to ſee the Power and Glory 
of God in Ordinances ?. 

68. Plal. Ixxxiv. 1. How amiable are thy Ta- 
bernacles, Lord God of Hoſts ! Q. Whence is it, that 
a Chriſtian eſteems the Courts of God ſo highly ? 
69.—1/a. lviii. 13. 1f thou turn away thy Foot from 

the Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, 
and call the Sabbath a Delight, &c. 1. How are 
we to prepare for a Sabbath, and the Exerciſes of 
that holy Day? Q. 2. How are we to ſanQify it ? 

Ws Pal. Ixxxiv. 4. Bleſſed are they that awe 
in thy Houſe, &c. Q. 1. What are the peculiar Bleſ- 
ſings received in Ordinances ? Q. 2. How ſhall we 
know if we be indeed profited by them? 
71. Fob xxiii, 3. O that 1 knew where I might 
: fond him ! &c, Q. What Part ſhall one act, who has 
been long ſeeking God, but cannot find him i in Du- 
9% N or Providences 1 
Job xxiii. 4. 1 awould fill my Mouth with 
$8 A Q. What are the moſt proper Argu- 
ments in wreſtling with God? 
73. James i. 6.— Let him aſe in Faith, nothing 
_ evavering, Q. 1. What is it to pray in F aich? C 
2. How ſhall we guard againſt doubting and Unbe- 
lief in Prayer? 
74.— Jude 20. —Prayisg i in the Holy Goh 
Mat | is it to pray in the Holy Ghok 1 
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75 - Nom. viii. 26. TheSpirit alſo Belbeth TP ALY 
tin, &c. Q. How doth the Spirit help our Infirmities? 
76—Mat.vi. 6. Bur thou, auhen thou prayeſt,enter into 
thyCloet.Q. How are we to be exerciſed in ſecret Prayer? 
77. Deut. xvii. 19. — And he fhall read 
therein all the Days of bis Life, that he may learn to 
fear the Lord, Q. How ſhall we read the Scriptures, 
ſo as to reap ſpiritual Advantages ? : 
78. —Heb. iv. 2. But the Word preached did not profit 
them, not being received with Faith in them that heard it. 
Q. 1. How ſhall we prepare for hearing the Word? Q.2. 
How ſhall we hear it, ſo as to profit by it? Q. 3. What 
is it to mix Faith with the hearing of the Word? 
79. — 2 Chron, xxx. 1 Every one that pre- 
pareth his Heart to ſeek the Lord God of his Fathers. © 
10. What is the Preparation of Heart requiſite for 
ſolemn Ordinances ? 
 8o. — 2 Cor. xi. 24. — This do in Remembrance of 
Ine. Q. 1. What are the Things relating to Chriſt, 
which we are particularly to remember in commu- 
nicating ? Q. 2. With what Diſpoſitions of Mind are 
ve to remember him? Q. 3. How are we to be ex- 
erciſed in order to this Remembrance ? . 
81.—Heb. xi. 28. Thro' Faith he kept the Paſſover. 

Q. How i is Faith to be exerciſed in communicat ng? 
82. — Pſal, iv. 4. — Commune with yoir own 
Hearts upon your Bed. Q. 1. What are the molt pro- 

per Subjects for a Chriſtian's Meditation? Q. 2. How 

ſhall we bring our Hearts to ſpiritual Meditation ? 

83. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves, aube- 
ther you be in the Faith? Q. 1. What are the Things 
about which we ought to examine ourielves ? Q. 2. 
How, and when ſhould we be thus exerciſed ? 


$4, — fer. xv8. 9. by Heart is deceitful abox? 
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all Things, &c. Q. 1. When may we conclude of our 
_ Impreſſions, that they have been, or are deluſive} 
9. 2. What are the proper Marks of Deluſion in our 
Affections or Exerciſes ? Q. 3. How ſhall we be ex. 
erciſed, when we diſcover the Impoſture ? 

85. — 1 Pet. v. 5. Be chathed with n 

: V What is it to be cloathed with Humility ? 
86. —2Cor.xii.7.Lef? 1 ſhould be exal:ed above mec: 


ritual Pride in us ? 2. 2. How ſhall we prevent it? 
97. — Pal. xxx, 6, In my Proſperity 1 ſaid, T ſhall 
neder be moved. 2, How ſhall we prevent falling 
into Security, after ſignal Favours from God? _ 
5 88. Prov. iii. 24. Keep thy Heart with all 
5 Diligence. Q. How are we to be exerciſed, in order 
to D r our Hearts? 
89. — Pfal. exli. 3. Set a W arch, O Lord, before 
my Mouth. Q. What is the moſt effectual Method 
for obtaining the Government of the Tongue ? 
90. — Phil. i. 27. Only let your Converſation be at 
| becometh the Goſpel. Q. When 1 is our Converſation 
as becometh the Goſpel? 

91. Gal. vi. 9. And let us not WEAry in lt doing. 
2. How may we prevent our wearying in Duty ? 
92. — 1 Joh ii. 15. V any Man love the World, 
the Lowe of the Father is not in him, Q. What is the 
Love of the World, which is incouſiſient with the 

Love of God? 
93. — 1 John iii. 7 Ie ino ww aue Jaw paſſed 
from Death to Life, becauſe aue lowe the Brethren. & 
What are the Marks of a true Love to our Brethren ? 
94. — Mat. v. 44. Love your Enemies, &c. 
2 When is our love to Enemies of the right Sort? 
I $a — = Matts, vi. 14. if uu Sow "Men their 
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25 
Treſpafſes, your heavenly Father will 40 Ad you: 
2, How ſhall we bring our Hearts to a forgiving 
Temper ?- -* 

96 — Marth. vii. 3. And, why bebolasf thoa the 
Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye, and confidereft not 
the Beam that is in thine own Eye? 9. 1. How ſhall 
we overcome the Prejudices which render us blind 
to our own Faults * 2, 2. How ſhall we attain ta 
ſuch Impartiality in ſelf judging, as to judge ourſelves 
with the ſame Severity as we do others ? 

7.— Lev. xix. 17. Thou halt in any ways re- 
buke thy Neighbour. 
admoniſhing our Brother? 

98.—Epb. v. 7. Be ye not Parta ler: of other Men "Sins: : 
2. How do we becomePartakers of other Men'sSins? 
g.—Heb. xii. 10. — For our Profit, that we might 
be Partahkers of his Holineſs. "a When 1 is Affliection 
truly profitable? 
100— Cal. vi. 16.— Peace be on them, 2. How mall 
we act, ſo as to maintain Peace with God, & Conſcience? 
101. Pb il. vi. 24. Grace be with all them tibat 
hes our Lord. Q, What is that Grace, . the 
Lovers of Chriſt do partake? 5 
102.—FEſhal. Ixxxv. 8. For he will beak Peace to bis 
People. 2, How ſhall we know that Peace which 
God ſpeaks, from that which we ſpeak to ourſelves ? 
103, fal. cxix. 19. J am a Stranger in the 
Earth, Q. What is the Character of one who 
lives as a Stranger in the Earth? | 
104.—1 Cor. x. 31, Do all to the Clay of 


Actions to the Glory of God? 
105. — Rom. x. 1. My Heart's Defire and Prayer 
to God 8 for Yracl, is, that oy —* be a ve 


Q. What i is the F Way of | | 


2. How ſhall we direct our natural and civil 
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What Means are we to uſe for the Converſion of others? 
. Rew. iii. 3.— I will come on thee as a 
_ Thief: Q. 1. What Frame of Spirit ought we to 
Maintain in the View of Chriſt's Coming? 2. 2. 
Whence comes it to be ſuch a difficult Matter to 
maintain this Frame? 2, 3. What is that Watch- 
fulneſs we are to exerciſe in the View of his Coming? 
107,——Phil. i. 21. For me to live is Chriſt, and 

Fo die is Gain, ©, 1, When may one be ſaid to live 
to Chriſt ? 2. 2. When may we conclude that our 
Death ſhall be gain ?- 3 


108.—Matth. xxiv. 44. Therefore be ye alſo ready, || 
Sec. 2. When may one be ſaid to be ready for 

Death and judgment? CCC 

10g. 2 Pet. iii. 12. Looking for, and hafling | 

to the Coming of the Day of God. Q. 1. How ſhall} 
we look for the coming of the Day of God. 2. 2. 
How ſhall we attain to a joyfulProſpe& of thisEvent? | 
By what I have wrote, tis eaſy to ſee, that there] 
IT no End to the noble Subjects of Converſation, | 
which the Scriptures ſuggeſt ; for theſe are indeed | 
an inexhauſtible Fund: Nor ſhould I have conde- 
ſcended on ſuch a great Number, but for the Reaſon | 
already given, viz. To aſſiſt weaker Chriſtians, who | 
could not afford themſelves any Variety for Con- 
verſation. IN po. 
1 I muſt add, that though the far greateſt Part of the | 
above Texts and Queſtions were collected, before [ 
had ſeen the Rev. Mr. Villiſon's Letter to a private 
Society in Edinburgh; yet where the Queſtions coin- Þ 
_ eide, I have, in the moſt of Inſtances, choſen the 

Texts which he condeſcends on, and the Queſtions 
alſo with little Variation, 
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